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Office of Senator

Jesse Anderson Lujan

I Mina 'trentai Siette na Liheslaturan Gudhan | 37" Guam Legislature
Vice Chair, Committee on Maritime Transportation, Air Transportation, Parks, Tourism,
Higher Education, and the Advancement of Women, Youth, and Senior Citizens

September 7, 2023

The Honorable Therese M. Terlaje
Speaker

I Mina’trentai Siette na Liheslaturan Guahan
163 Chalan Santo Papa

Hdgatiia, Guam 96910

VIA: The Honorable Chris Barnett
Chairperson, Committee on Rules

RE: Author’s Report on Resolution No. 29-37(COR)

Hafa Adai Speaker Terlaje:

Transmitted herewith for consideration by the Body is the Author’s Report on Resolution No. 29-
37(COR) - Jesse A. Lujan, Frank Blas, Jr., Telo T. Taitague, Tina Rose Muna Barnes, Christopher
M. Dueiias, William A. Parkinson, Joanne Brown, Dwayne T. D. San Nicolas, Roy A. B. Quinata,
Sabina Flores Perez — “RELATIVE TO REQUESTING THE U.S. CONGRESS TO
APPROPRIATE MONIES FOR GUAM NON-MILITARY RESIDENTS WHO WERE
EXPOSED TO AGENT ORANGE AND WHO ARE SUFFERING FROM AILMENTS
CAUSED BY EXPOSURE TO AGENT ORANGE.”

COMMITTEE ON RULES

Received:
September 7, 2023 11:56 a.m.
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Senm. Lujan

Public Hearing Officer, Resolution Author
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Office of Senator

Jesse Anderson Lujan

I Mina 'trentai Siette na Liheslaturan Gudhan | 37" Guam Legislature
Vice Chair, Committee on Maritime Transportation, Air Transportation, Parks, Tourism,
Higher Education, and the Advancement of Women, Youth, and Senior Citizens

AUTHOR’S REPORT

RESOLUTION NO. 29-37(COR)

“RELATIVE TO REQUESTING THE U.S.
CONGRESS TO APPROPRIATE MONIES FOR
GUAM NON-MILITARY RESIDENTS WHO
WERE EXPOSED TO AGENT ORANGE AND
WHO ARE SUFFERING FROM AILMENTS
CAUSED BY EXPOSURE TO AGENT
ORANGE.”

INTRODUCED BY:

Jesse A. Lujan/ Frank Blas, Jr./ Telo T. Taitague/ Tina
Rose Muna Barnes/ Christopher M. Duenias/ William A.
Parkinson/ Joanne Brown/ Dwayne T. D. San Nicolas/
Roy A. B. Quinata/ Sabina Flores Perez

259 Martyr Street Ste. 101A, Calvo-Arriola Bldg., Hagatiia Guam 96910 | (W): 671-969-6525
www.jesselujan.org | FB & IG: @senatorjesselujan
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COMMITTEE ON RULES

Senator Chris Barnett, Chairperson
I Mina’trentai Siette Na Liheslaturan Gudhan
37" Guam Legislature

February 22, 2023

To: RennaeVanessa C. Meno
Clerk of the Legislature

Attorney Darleen Hiton
Legislative Legal Counsel

From: Senator Chris Barnett%
Chairperson, Committee on Rules

Subiject: Referral of Resolution No. 29-37 (COR)

Hifa Adai yan Biba Gudhan!

As per my authority as Chairperson of the Committee on Rules and subject to §§ 7.03(e), and,
7.04(b) Rule VII of our Standing Rules, and 2 GCA § 2103(b), I am forwarding the referral of
Resolution No. 29-37 (COR) - Jesse A. Lujan, Frank Blas, Jr., Telo T. Taitague, Tina Rose Mufia
Barnes, Christopher M. Duenas, William A. Parkinson, Joanne Brown, Dwayne T. D. San Nicolas
Roy Anthony Benavente Quinata, Sabina Flores Perez — “Relative to requesting the U.S. Congress
to appropriate monies for Guam non-military residents who were exposed to Agent Orange and
who are suffering from ailments caused by exposure to Agent Orange.”

Please ensure that the subject resolution is referred to Senator Jesse A. Lujan, Author of the
Resolution. I also request that the same be forwarded to Management Information Services (MIS)
for posting on our website.

A copy of the resolution is available on our legislative  website
https://guamlegislature.com/index/37th-guam-legislature-resolutions/.

Should you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Joaquin ‘Quin’ P. Taitague,
Committee on Rules Director at 671-472-2461.

GUAM CONGRESS BUILDING » 163 CHALAN SANTO PAPA « HAGATNA, GUAM 96910


https://www.guamlegislature.com/37th_Guam_Legislature/COR_Res_37th/Res%20No.%2029-37%20(COR).pdf
https://guamlegislature.com/index/37th-guam-legislature-resolutions/
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July 24, 2023

MEMORANDUM

To: All Honorable Senators, Stakeholders, and Media
From: Senator Jesse A. Lujanq/

Subject: FIRST NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING: Monday, July 31, 2023 — 5:30 P.M.

Buenas yan Hdfa Adai!

The Office of Senator Jesse A. Lujan will convene a Public Hearing on Monday, July 31, 2023,
at 5:30 p.m.. in the Guam Congress Building, Public Hearing Room, to hear the following:

¢ Resolution No.29-37(COR) — Jesse A. Lujan, Frank Blas, Jr., Telo T. Taitague, Tina Rose
Muiia Barnes, Christopher M. Duefias, William A. Parkinson, Joanne Brown, Dwayne T.
D. San Nicolas, Roy A. B. Quinata, Sabina Flores Perez

RELATIVE TO REQUESTING THE U.S. CONGRESS TO APPROPRIATE MONIES
FOR GUAM NON-MILITARY RESIDENTS WHO WERE EXPOSED TO AGENT
ORANGE AND WHO ARE SUFFERING FROM AILMENTS CAUSED BY
EXPOSURE TO AGENT ORANGE.

Watch Live

The Public Hearing will broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 117
and stream online via I Liheslaturan Guahan’s live feed. A recording of the hearings will be
available online via Guam Legislature Media on YouTube after the hearing.

How to Participate

The public is invited to provide oral or written testimony on the agenda item. Written testimony
may be submitted to senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org or hand delivered to the Office of Senator
Lujan at no later than June 5, 2023, for further guidance.

259 Martyr Street Ste. 101A, Calvo-Arriola Bldg., Hagdtiia Guam 96910 | (W): 671-969-6525
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Office of Senator

Jesse Anderson Lujan

I Mina 'trentai Siette na Liheslaturan Gudhan | 37" Guam Legislature
Vice Chair, Committee on Maritime Transportation, Air Transportation, Parks, Tourism,
Higher Education, and the Advancement of Women, Youth, and Senior Citizens

If written testimonies are to be presented at the Public Hearing, the Committee requests that copies
be submitted prior to the hearing date and should be addressed to Senator Jesse A. Lujan.
Testimonies may be submitted via drop-box or emailed to the Office of Senator Jesse A. Lujan at
the aforementioned addresses.

Special Accommodations

Individuals requiring special accommodations, auxiliary aids, or other services may contact and
submit their request to Ms. Cecile Bamba Suda at the Office of Senator Jesse A. Lujan at 259
Martyr Street Ste. 101A, Calvo-Arriola Bldg., Hagatiia Guam 96910, or by phone at (671) 969-
6525 or via email at senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org.

We look forward to your attendance and participation. Si Yu 'os Ma’dse’!

259 Martyr Street Ste. 101A, Calvo-Arriola Bldg., Hagdtiia Guam 96910 | (W): 671-969-6525
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AUTe Senator Jesse Lujan <senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org>
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FIRST NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING: Monday, July 31, 2023 - 5:30 P.M.

Senator Jesse Lujan <senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org> Mon, Jul 24, 2023 at 8:19 AM
Bcc: phnotice@guamlegislature.org,

July 24, 2023

MEMORANDUM
To: All Honorable Senators, Stakeholders, and Media
From: Senator Jesse A. Lujan

Subject: FIRST NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING: Monday, July 31, 2023 — 5:30 P.M.

Buenas yan Hdifa Adai!

The Office of Senator Jesse A. Lujan will convene a Public Hearing on Monday, July 31, 2023, at 5:30 p.m., in the
Guam Congress Building, Public Hearing Room, to hear the following:

° Resolution No.29-37(COR) — Jesse A. Lujan, Frank Blas, Jr., Telo T. Taitague, Tina Rose Mufia Barnes,
Christopher M. Duenas, William A. Parkinson, Joanne Brown, Dwayne T. D. San Nicolas, Roy A. B. Quinata,
Sabina Flores Perez

RELATIVE TO REQUESTING THE U.S. CONGRESS TO APPROPRIATE MONIES FOR GUAM NON-
MILITARY RESIDENTS WHO WERE EXPOSED TO AGENT ORANGE AND WHO ARE SUFFERING
FROM AILMENTS CAUSED BY EXPOSURE TO AGENT ORANGE.

Watch Live

The Public Hearing will broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 117 and stream online via /
Liheslaturan Gudhan’s live feed. A recording of the hearings will be available online via Guam Legislature Media on
YouTube after the hearing.

How to Participate

The public is invited to provide oral or written testimony on the agenda item. Written testimony may be submitted to
senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org or hand delivered to the Office of Senator Lujan at no later than June 5, 2023, for
further guidance.

If written testimonies are to be presented at the Public Hearing, the Committee requests that copies be submitted prior to
the hearing date and should be addressed to Senator Jesse A. Lujan. Testimonies may be submitted via drop-box or
emailed to the Office of Senator Jesse A. Lujan at the aforementioned addresses.

Special Accommodations

Individuals requiring special accommodations, auxiliary aids, or other services may contact and submit their request to
Ms. Cecile Bamba Suda at the Office of Senator Jesse A. Lujan at 259 Martyr Street Ste. 101A, Calvo-Arriola Bldg.,
Hagatfia Guam 96910, or by phone at (671) 969-6525 or via email at senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org.
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We look forward to your attendance and participation. Si Yu 'os Ma’dse’!

St Yu'os Ma'dse’,
Senator Jesse A. Lujan

Vice Chair, Committee on Maritime Transportation, Air Transportation, Parks, Tourism, Higher Education, and the Advancement of Women,

Youth, and Senior Citizens

37th Guam Legislature
I Mina’trentai Siette Na Liheslaturan Gudhan

259 Martyr St. Suite 101A, Calvo-Arriola Building
Hagatha Guam 96910

Office: (671)969-6525

Email: senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org
Website: jesselujan.org

"Disclaimer: This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information which is
privileged, confidential, proprietary, or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient or the individual
responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are strictly prohibited from disclosing, distributing, copying, or in any way
using this message. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender and immediately delete any copies you may have
received. Thank you."
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July 24,2023

MEMORANDUM
To: All Senators, Stakeholders and Media
From: Senator Jesse A. Lujan

Subject: FIRST NOTICE of Public Hearing —Monday, July 31,
2023 at 5:30 PM

Buenas yan Héfa Adai!

The Office of Senator Jesse A. Lujan will convene a Public Hearing on
Monday, July 31, 2023, at 5:30 p.m., in the Guam Congress Building,

Public Hearing Room, to hear the following:

Resolution N0.29-37(COR) - Jesse A. Lujan, Frank Blas, Jr., Telo T.
Taitague, Tina Rose Mufa Barnes, Christopher M. Duefias, William A.
Parkinson, Joanne Brown, Dwayne T. D. San Nicolas, Roy A. B.
Quinata, Sabina Flores Perez

RELATIVE TO REQUESTING THE U.S. CONGRESS TO APPROPRIATE MONIES
FOR GUAM NON-MILITARY RESIDENTS WHO WERE EXPOSED TO AGENT
ORANGE AND WHO ARE SUFFERING FROM AILMENTS CAUSED BY
EXPOSURE TO AGENT ORANGE.

Watch Live

The Public Hearing will broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21,
Docomo Channel 117 and stream online via / Liheslaturan Gudhan's live
feed. Arecording of the hearings will be available online via Guam
Legislature Media on YouTube after the hearing.

How to Participate

The public is invited to provide oral or written testimony on the agenda
item. Written testimony may be submitted to
senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org
(mailto:senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org) or hand delivered to the
Office of Senator Lujan at no later than June 5, 2023, for further guidance.

If written testimonies are to be presented at the Public Hearing, the
Committee requests that copies be submitted prior to the hearing date
and should be addressed to Senator Jesse A. Lujan. Testimonies may be
submitted via drop-box or emailed to the Office of Senator Jesse A. Lujan
at the aforementioned addresses.


mailto:senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org

Special Accommodations

Individuals requiring special accommodations, auxiliary aids, or other
services may contact and submit their request to Ms. Cecile Bamba Suda
at the Office of Senator Jesse A. Lujan at 259 Martyr Street Ste. 101A,
Calvo-Arriola Bldg., Hagatfia Guam 96910, or by phone at (671) 969-6525
or via email at senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org
(mailto:senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org).

We look forward to your attendance and participation. Si Yu'os Ma‘dse’!

FIRST NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING: Monday, July 31, 2023 - 5:30 P.M.
(/lapp/webroot/userfiles/files/Sen.%20JAL%20First%20Notice%200f%20
Resolution%2029-
37%28COR%29%20Public%20Hearing%20%281%29%281%29.pdf)

RESOLUTION NO.29-37(COR)
(/app/webroot/userfiles/files/Res%20N0.%2029-
37%20%28COR%29.pdf)
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https://notices.guam.gov/app/webroot/userfiles/files/Sen.%20JAL%20First%20Notice%20of%20Resolution%2029-37(COR)%20Public%20Hearing%20(1)(1).pdf
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I Mina’trentai Siette Na Liheslaturan Guéhan
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING: MONDAY, JULY 31, 2023
Guam Congress Building, Public Hearing Room
AGENDA
5:30 PM
. BMMMMCQB) Jesse A. Lujan, Frank Blas, Jr., Telo T. Taitague, Tina Rose
Muia Barnes, Chnistopher M. Dueiias, Wilham A Parkinson. Joanne Brown, Dwayne T
D. San Nicolas, Roy A B
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Quinata, Sabina Flores Perez RELATIVE TO REQUESTING

.
THE US. CONGRESS TO APPROPRIATE MONIES FOR GUAM NON-MILITARY . Selhng
RF:SIDF.NTS‘ WHO WERE EXPOSED TO AGENT ORANGE AND WHO ARE
SUFFERING FROM AILMENTS CAUSED BY EXPOSURE TO AGENT ORANGE h' 'n
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The public is invited 1o provide oral testimony on the agenda item. Written testimony may be
subnutted to sen atorlujan@guamlegislature. rg or hand delivered to the Office of Senator
Jesse \ Lujan at 259 Martyr Street Ste 101A. Calvo-Arriola Bldg., Hagatiia Guam 96910. In
compliance with the Amencans with Disabilities Act. individuals requinng special
accommodations should contact the Office of Senator Lujan at (671)969-6525 or email at

use the classifieds
whether you're
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GUAM PAROLE BOARD &zmr e

senatorlujani guamlegslature org. All heanings broadcast on GTA TV Channel 21, Docomo GOVerI’lment Of Guam Lina NB. McDaniel
Channel 117. and Inestreamed on the Guam Legislature Youtube P.O. Box 3236 Hagatna, G 96932 e
hups//www.voutube com/c/GuamLegislatureMedia. This ad was paid with Office Funds. - Tel: 671 7335 41’327;;" ,};M E;BOFP
. g e lembDer
Fax: 671-734-4051 John Q. Lizama
- Email: guamparoleboard@doc.guam.gov Member
WAR CLAIMS ADJUDICATION COMMITTEE MEETING @
e PUBLIC NOTICE 4 . :
. Guam Parole Board's regular scheduled hearing will be on Thursday, July 27, 2023, 4:00 p.m.
Dy AS PER PL36-73 AND PL 36-62 v yonagen G § it < 2 s 4 ’
i JULY 26,2023 | 5:00PM “:2;0:'%;“ at the Parole Services Division Office #203 Aspinall Avenue Hagatna, Guam.
The War Claims Adjudication Committee meeting will be held at Guam Museum Multi-Purpose Room. The Agenda: % bt
Meeting will also be live d on facebook.com/govl 1. Call to Order, 1. Roll Call, lil. Old Business April 27, 2023 (Parole Desirability Cases for Redtwelve
AGENDA Tfong, Greg Samuel, Jose Baza, Joseph Sakura), IV. New Business (Parole Desirability Cases for Jay
1. Call to Order Nededog, Vince Phillip, Feleti Tamalua, David Juanico, Orlando Hadley aka Jess Partolome, Castro Wilson,
11 Roll Call Calvin And Jason Pangelinan, Jacob DeG Tomy Nikot, Bruno Simmons, Marvin
1ll. Approval of Meeting Minutes from May 10, 2023 Hortilano, Albert Saboy, Ryan Amold ( Preliminary Revocation Case Randy Chargualaf. Brian Camacho,

IV. Reading of Public Notice Dates for Meeting
1. Guam Daily Post, Pacific Daily News, DOA Website & GovGuam Notices Portal
2.July 17,2023 and July 24, 2023

Vicente Leon Guerrero, Vincent Perez, Daniel Sanchez)

V. Committee will Adjudicate Claim 10030 ) Guam Parole Review Board's reqular scheduled meeting will be on Thursday, July 27, 2023, 3:00 p.m.,
V1. New Business at the Parole Services Division Office #203 Aspinall Avenue Hagatna, Guam.
3. Program Closure report
VIl. General Discussion Agenda: .
VIil. Adjournment R .
Zoom Meeting: 1. Call to Order, Il. Roll Call, I11. Old Business April 27, 2023 (Pardon Request Case for Anthony Babauta,
War Claims Adjudication Committee Meeting Time: Jeffrey Cruz, Richard Quinata, Zarackai Patrick), IV. New Busi (Pardon/C ion Case None
This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime Join Zoom Meeting scheduled at this time), V. Deliberation, V1. Adjourn
https://us02web.zoom.us//85160446200?pwd=ck4vcHp2eTBPbG1LRFVkam9sWmJMQTO9
{Meeting ID: 8516044 6200) (Fasstode: 750373} Meeting ID: 856 8877 1596 Passcode: 556746.
For more information and for special accommodations, plea§e contact the Quarn War Claims Center at Toattend the heanng‘rv{ eﬁslx( ha.t you rggm:;:ala_;l e guam.gov.
671'989'927;";8 f'l"i"‘:;'snpﬁdpaw;:mnf y em' a'll gﬂﬁ':dmm'hdalw'mse:n”‘g"m'gw please contact the Parole Services Division at 671-735- 4132/33 for assistance.
This ad was paid for by the Corrections Revolving Fund.
S e el i GUAM ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
Attorney General of Guam DEVEEOPMENT 590 S. MARINE CORPS, DR. SUITE 511 ITC BLD TAMUNING, GUAM 96913
e e, T Bog. S 706 AUTHORITY " | Tg| (671) 647-4332 FAX (671) 649-4146 www.investguam.com
oo, G;';S’"rg%‘;}%’,‘;s;m K Norshd st st s Coshan
¥ . ax,
ATl NOTICE OF REGULAR BOARD MEETING
vy Soc the Poople of Gears The Guam Economic Development Authority (GEDA), a public corporation, will be holding its Regular Board of Directors meeting on
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF GUAM
: | Monday; July 31, 2023 |
IN THE INTEREST OF — B < 3
5 via Zoom and in the GEDA conference room located in Suite 511, r, International Trade Center (ITC) Building, 590 South Marine Corps Drive, Tamuning,
Reck ‘gg:.' g;;;:gg;:))' . Guam. For the link request or for persons requiring special accommodations, please contact GEDA's coordinator, Angelene Rios at 671-647-4332 or at s
$.C.C.F.(DOB: d angelene rios@investquam com. The meeling will be streamed live on GEDA's YouTube channe! - investquam com/live.
Minors. ]
XI. Old Business
F I. Call to Order
JUVENILE CASE NO.: JP0076-22 Il Inifresi a. 2023 GIAA Bond Refunding -
Summons 2
1ll. Roll Call CLOSED
To: Heather Lynn Castro-Fulcher, Natural Mother X. New Business
IV. Approval of Agenda
You are hereby summoneg ‘to La;:aeea{!vsia Z:o“r? V. Approval of Minutes a. Gabertan Charge-Off
before the HONORABLE LIN , at the 5 : : : b. Project M -ri i
Judiciary of Guam, Superior Court of Guam, 120 West a. April 2023 Board Meeting | April 13, 2023 GraJnt e awaf|“°r Childcare
0’ Brien Drive, HagétAa, Guam, for a court hearing on: VI. Chairman's Remarks pprova ]
MONDAY, AUGUST 7, 2023 AT 10:00 AM. VII. CEO/Administrator's Remarks ¢. GEDA Investment Policy Update
Zoom meeting ID: 716-711-9213 / Password:76504 VIIl. Committee & Standing Reports d. Mangilao nght Markgt Request
YOUR PARENTAL AND CUSTODIAL DUTIES AND a. Investment Committee for Community Contribution
RIGHT CONCERING THE CHILD WHO IS THE SUBJECT b. Real Property Committee e. Assignment + Assumption of Lease
OF THE ATTACHED PETITION MAY BE TERMINATED BY ¢. Healthcare Committee Agreement & Certificate of
AWARD OF PERMANENT CUSTODY IF YOU FAIL TO g 5 . % Corporate Resolution Re:
APPEAR ON THE DATE SET FORTH IN THIS SUMMONS. d. Agriculture Committee/ Aquaculture Committee D S| &
e. Qualifying Certificate Report Lot INEW, Block 2, Tract 259
YOU MAY BE HELD IN CONTEMPT IF YOU FAILTO i - R Tamuning
APPEAR ON THE DATE SET FORTH IN THIS SUMMONS. f. Communications Report :
g. Grants Report i XI.  Public Comment
Dated:June 01,2023 XII. Adjournment
Clerk, Superior Court of Guam
By: /s/ Shelia K. Castro Pursuant to PL 26-12, funding for this ad was paid by GEDA General Fund

Deputy Clerk /s/ MELANIE MENDIOLA, GUAM ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY CEO/ADMINISTRATOR
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Jesse Anderson Lujan

I Mina 'trentai Siette na Liheslaturan Gudhan | 37" Guam Legislature
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July 28, 2023

MEMORANDUM
To: All Honorable Senators, Stakeholders, and Media
From: Senator Jesse A. Lujarﬁ/

Subject: SECOND NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING: Monday, July 31, 2023 — 5:30 P.M.

Buenas yan Hdfa Adai!

The Office of Senator Jesse A. Lujan will convene a Public Hearing on Monday, July 31, 2023,
at 5:30 p.m.. in the Guam Congress Building, Public Hearing Room, to hear the following:

e Resolution No.29-37(COR) — Jesse A. Lujan, Frank Blas, Jr., Telo T. Taitague, Tina Rose
Muiia Barnes, Christopher M. Duefias, William A. Parkinson, Joanne Brown, Dwayne T.
D. San Nicolas, Roy A. B. Quinata, Sabina Flores Perez

RELATIVE TO REQUESTING THE U.S. CONGRESS TO APPROPRIATE MONIES
FOR GUAM NON-MILITARY RESIDENTS WHO WERE EXPOSED TO AGENT
ORANGE AND WHO ARE SUFFERING FROM AILMENTS CAUSED BY
EXPOSURE TO AGENT ORANGE.

Watch Live

The Public Hearing will broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 117
and stream online via I Liheslaturan Guahan’s live feed. A recording of the hearings will be
available online via Guam Legislature Media on YouTube after the hearing.

How to Participate

The public is invited to provide oral or written testimony on the agenda item. Written testimony
may be submitted to senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org or hand delivered to the Office of Senator
Lujan at no later than June 5, 2023, for further guidance.

259 Martyr Street Ste. 101A, Calvo-Arriola Bldg., Hagdtiia Guam 96910 | (W): 671-969-6525
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Jesse Anderson Lujan

I Mina 'trentai Siette na Liheslaturan Gudhan | 37" Guam Legislature
Vice Chair, Committee on Maritime Transportation, Air Transportation, Parks, Tourism,
Higher Education, and the Advancement of Women, Youth, and Senior Citizens

If written testimonies are to be presented at the Public Hearing, the Committee requests that copies
be submitted prior to the hearing date and should be addressed to Senator Jesse A. Lujan.
Testimonies may be submitted via drop-box or emailed to the Office of Senator Jesse A. Lujan at
the aforementioned addresses.

Special Accommodations

Individuals requiring special accommodations, auxiliary aids, or other services may contact and
submit their request to Ms. Cecile Bamba Suda at the Office of Senator Jesse A. Lujan at 259
Martyr Street Ste. 101A, Calvo-Arriola Bldg., Hagatiia Guam 96910, or by phone at (671) 969-
6525 or via email at senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org.

We look forward to your attendance and participation. Si Yu 'os Ma’dse’!

259 Martyr Street Ste. 101A, Calvo-Arriola Bldg., Hagdtiia Guam 96910 | (W): 671-969-6525



Senator Jesse Lujan <senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org>

SECOND NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING: Monday, July 31, 2023 - 5:30 P.M.

Senator Jesse Lujan <senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org> Fri, Jul 28, 2023 at 11:33 AM
Cc: phnotice@guamlegislature.org
Bcc:

July 28, 2023

MEMORANDUM
To: All Honorable Senators, Stakeholders, and Media
From: Senator Jesse A. Lujan

Subject: SECOND NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING: Monday, July 31, 2023 — 5:30 P.M.

Buenas yan Hdifa Adai!

The Office of Senator Jesse A. Lujan will convene a Public Hearing on Monday, July 31, 2023, at 5:30 p.m., in the
Guam Congress Building, Public Hearing Room, to hear the following:

° Resolution No0.29-37(COR) — Jesse A. Lujan, Frank Blas, Jr., Telo T. Taitague, Tina Rose Muiia Barnes,
Christopher M. Duenas, William A. Parkinson, Joanne Brown, Dwayne T. D. San Nicolas, Roy A. B. Quinata,
Sabina Flores Perez

RELATIVE TO REQUESTING THE U.S. CONGRESS TO APPROPRIATE MONIES FOR GUAM NON-
MILITARY RESIDENTS WHO WERE EXPOSED TO AGENT ORANGE AND WHO ARE SUFFERING
FROM AILMENTS CAUSED BY EXPOSURE TO AGENT ORANGE.

Watch Live

The Public Hearing will broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 117 and stream online via /
Liheslaturan Guahan’s live feed. A recording of the hearings will be available online via Guam Legislature Media on
YouTube after the hearing.

How to Participate

The public is invited to provide oral or written testimony on the agenda item. Written testimony may be submitted to
senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org or hand delivered to the Office of Senator Lujan at no later than June 5, 2023, for
further guidance.

If written testimonies are to be presented at the Public Hearing, the Committee requests that copies be submitted prior to
the hearing date and should be addressed to Senator Jesse A. Lujan. Testimonies may be submitted via drop-box or
emailed to the Office of Senator Jesse A. Lujan at the aforementioned addresses.

Special Accommodations

Individuals requiring special accommodations, auxiliary aids, or other services may contact and submit their request to
Ms. Cecile Bamba Suda at the Office of Senator Jesse A. Lujan at 259 Martyr Street Ste. 101A, Calvo-Arriola Bldg.,
Hagatfia Guam 96910, or by phone at (671) 969-6525 or via email at senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org.


mailto:senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org
mailto:senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org
Not Sugar Skull


We look forward to your attendance and participation. Si Yu 'os Ma’dse’!

St Yu'os Ma'dse’,
Senator Jesse A. Lujan
Vice Chair, Committee on Maritime Transportation, Air Transportation, Parks, Tourism, Higher Education, and the Advancement of Women,

Youth, and Senior Citizens

37th Guam Legislature
I Mina’trentai Siette Na Liheslaturan Gudhan

259 Martyr St. Suite 101A, Calvo-Arriola Building
Hagatha Guam 96910

Office: (671)969-6525

Email: senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org
Website: jesselujan.org

"Disclaimer: This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information which is
privileged, confidential, proprietary, or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient or the individual
responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are strictly prohibited from disclosing, distributing, copying, or in any way
using this message. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender and immediately delete any copies you may have
received. Thank you."

2 attachments

-B Res No. 29-37 (COR).pdf
2455K

-B Sen. JAL Second Notice of Resolution 29-37(COR) Public Hearing.pdf
298K


mailto:cor@guamlegislature.org
https://jesselujan.org/
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=e9edcee605&view=att&th=1899a217ea0443af&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_lkkemne91&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=e9edcee605&view=att&th=1899a217ea0443af&attid=0.2&disp=attd&realattid=f_lklwpxn81&safe=1&zw
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July 28, 2023

MEMORANDUM
To: All Senators, Stakeholders and Media
From: Senator Jesse A. Lujan

Subject: SECOND NOTICE of Public Hearing —Monday, July 31,
2023 at 5:30 PM

Buenas yan Héfa Adai!

The Office of Senator Jesse A. Lujan will convene a Public Hearing

Building, Public Hearing Room, to hear the following:

Resolution N0.29-37(COR) - Jesse A. Lujan, Frank Blas, Jr., Telo T.
Taitague, Tina Rose Mufa Barnes, Christopher M. Duefias, William A.
Parkinson, Joanne Brown, Dwayne T. D. San Nicolas, Roy A. B.
Quinata, Sabina Flores Perez

RELATIVE TO REQUESTING THE U.S. CONGRESS TO APPROPRIATE MONIES
FOR GUAM NON-MILITARY RESIDENTS WHO WERE EXPOSED TO AGENT
ORANGE AND WHO ARE SUFFERING FROM AILMENTS CAUSED BY
EXPOSURE TO AGENT ORANGE.

Watch Live

The Public Hearing will broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21,
Docomo Channel 117 and stream online via / Liheslaturan Gudhan's live
feed. Arecording of the hearings will be available online via Guam
Legislature Media on YouTube after the hearing.

How to Participate

The public is invited to provide oral or written testimony on the agenda
item. Written testimony may be submitted

to senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org
(mailto:senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org) or hand delivered to the
Office of Senator Lujan at no later than June 5, 2023, for further guidance.

If written testimonies are to be presented at the Public Hearing, the
Committee requests that copies be submitted prior to the hearing date
and should be addressed to Senator Jesse A. Lujan. Testimonies may be
submitted via drop-box or emailed to the Office of Senator Jesse A. Lujan
at the aforementioned addresses.


mailto:senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org

Special Accommodations

Individuals requiring special accommodations, auxiliary aids, or other
services may contact and submit their request to Ms. Cecile Bamba Suda
at the Office of Senator Jesse A. Lujan at 259 Martyr Street Ste. 101A,
Calvo-Arriola Bldg., Hagatfia Guam 96910, or by phone at (671) 969-6525
or via email at senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org
(mailto:senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org).

We look forward to your attendance and participation. Si Yu'os Ma‘dse’!

P.M.
(/lapp/webroot/userfiles/files/Sen.%20JAL%20Second%20Notice%200f%
20Resolution%2029-
37%28COR%29%20Public%20Hearing%20%281%29.pdf)

RESOLUTION NO.29-37(COR)
(https://notices.guam.gov/app/webroot/userfiles/files/Res%20N0.%202
9-37%20%28COR%29.pdf)



mailto:senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org
https://notices.guam.gov/app/webroot/userfiles/files/Sen.%20JAL%20Second%20Notice%20of%20Resolution%2029-37(COR)%20Public%20Hearing%20(1).pdf
https://notices.guam.gov/app/webroot/userfiles/files/Res%20No.%2029-37%20(COR).pdf
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PUBLICATION NOTICE

Section 3315, notice is hereby given that:
MICHAELTRUONG (UPGRADE)
DBA:PHO THANH XUAN (NOODLE HOUSE)

TAMUNING

S e o R

In accordance with the provisions of Guam Code Annotated, Title XI, Chapter I,

has applied for a Class: Four (4) GENERAL ON SALE Alcoholic Beverage License said premises
being marked as Lot: 5137-R2 FOUNTAIN PLAZA UNIT 103 720 PALE SAN VITORES RD

PUBLICATION NOTICE

Section 3315, notice is hereby given that:

KIM, KYOUNG MI
DBA:KIMI MARKET 2

marked as Lot: MO7 T1812 L1-2 PAGAT, MANGILAQ

In accordance with the provisions of Guam Code Annotated, Title XI, Chapter III,

has applied for a Class: Five (5) GENERAL Alcoholic Beverage License said premises being

Office of
Senator Jesse A. Lujan
I Mina’trentai Siette Na Liheslaturan Guihan
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING: MONDAY, JULY 31, 2023
Guam Congress Building, Public Hearing Room
AGENDA

5:30 PM
» Resolution No.29-37(COR) - Jesse A. Lujan, Frank Blas, Jr., Telo T. Taitague, Tina Rose
Muiia Barnes, Christopher M. Ducfias, William A. Parkinson, Joanne Brown, Dwayne T.
D. San Nicolas, Roy A. B. Quinata. Sabina Flores Perez RELATIVE TO REQUESTING
THE U.S. CONGRESS TO APPROPRIATE MONIES FOR GUAM NON-MILITARY
RESIDENTS WHO WERE EXPOSED TO AGENT ORANGE AND WHO ARE
SUFFERING FROM AILMENTS CAUSED BY EXPOSURE TO AGENT ORANGE.

The public 1s invited to provide oral testimony on the agenda item. Written tesumony may be
submitted 1o scnatorlujan@guamlcgislature org or hand delivered to the Office of Senator
Jesse A Lujan at 259 Martyr Street Ste. 101A, Calvo-Arriola Bldg., Hagatiia Guam 96910, In
comphance with the Amenicans with Disabilies Act, individuals requinng special
accommodations should contact the Office of Senator Lujan at (671)969-6525 or cmail at
senatorlujani@ guamlegislature org, All heanings broadcast on GTA TV Channel 21, Docomo
Channel 117, and Irvestreamed on the Guam Legislature Youtube:

htips//www youtube com/c/GuamLegislatureMedia. This ad was paid with Office Funds.

GUAM LEGISLATURE
PUBLIC HEARING

AGENT ORANGE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT ON JULY 31, 2023, AT 5:30 PM.,
AT THE PUBLIC HEARING ROOM OF THE GUAM CONGRESS
BUILDING, A PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD ON RESOLUTION
29-37 (COR) IN ORDER TO RECEIVE TESTIMONY FROM ALL
PERSONS LIVING ON GUAM WHO HAVE PERSONALKNOWLEDGE
ABOUTTHE EXISTENCE AND USE OF AGENT ORANGE ON GUAM.

ALL INDIVIDUALS, BE THEY MILITARY OR NON-MILITARY, ARE
ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND ANDTO SHARE THEIR KNOWLEDGE ON
THIS IMPORTANT SUBJECT WITH OTHERS.

Advertisement Prepared and Paid for By:
THE BERMAN LAW FIRM

www.agentorangelawyer.com
Michael J. Berman (Guam/FSM) ® Berman Law Firm ¢ 671-477-2778

@@

CUAMCOMMUNITYCOLLEGE

BID INVITATION
Bid No: GCC-FB-23-014
For: Air Condition Removal and Replacement for units within
GCC campus (28 units)

Pre-Bid Conference 10:00 a.m., Thursday,August 03, 2023

& Site Visit GCC President's Conference Room (Building 2000) 2nd Floor
(Mandatory)
Bid Submission: 10:00 a.m. Wednesday, August 30 2023
GCC Student Services & Ac i ing (Building 2000)
GCC Materials Management Office, 1st Floor, Room 2105
Bid Opening Date:  10:15 a.m., Wednesday, August 30, 2023

GCC President's Conference Room (Building 2000) 2nd Floor
Place: Guam Community College Student Services & Administration Building

Interested contractors may purchase a bid package at the Cashier's Office (Room 2119) located in the GCC
Student Service & Administration Building, 1st floor, during the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday
thru Friday (excluding Government of Guam holidays). A non-refundable fee of $25.00 will be charged for
each bid package and must be purchased by the Pre-Bid Conference date. Upon issuance of a receipt, the
bid specifications and SOW can be picked up from the Materials Management Office, Room 2105 (1st floor).
However, interested bidders may request for a PDF file of the bid packet to be sent via email, free of charge.
Attendance at the Pre-Bid Conference is Mandatory, failure to attend will result in disqualification.

For further information, please contact f\e Materials Management Office at (671)-735-5540 ext. 5541 or 5547 or
email: materialsmanagement@guamcc.edu.

This bid advertisement is funded by Guam Community College.
GCCis an equal opportunity provider and employer.

/s/ MARY A.Y. OKADA, Ed.D.

President

Need to get your
message out there?

Our sales team has new opportunities for you!

In print or online we have you covered at The Guam Daily Post!
email at krista@postguam.com for inquiries.

iy POST




Office of Senator

Jesse Anderson Lujan

I Mina 'trentai Siette na Liheslaturan Gudhan | 37" Guam Legislature
Vice Chair, Committee on Maritime Transportation, Air Transportation, Parks, Tourism,
Higher Education, and the Advancement of Women, Youth, and Senior Citizens

July 24, 2023

Transmitted via Electronic Mail:

jose.sanagustin(@gvao.guam.gov

To: Jose San Agustin
Director of Veterans Affairs
From: Senator Jesse A. Lujan

Public Hearing Officer, Resolution Sponsor

Subject: Invitation to provide testimony on Resolution No. 29-37(COR)

Hdfa Adai Director San Agustin,

This email is to notify you that the Office of Senator Jesse A. Lujan will convene a Public
Hearing on Monday, July 31, 2023, at 5:30 p.m., in the Guam Congress Building, Public
Hearing Room, to hear:

Resolution No.29-37(COR) — Jesse A. Lujan, Frank Blas, Jr., Telo T. Taitague, Tina Rose
Muiia Barnes, Christopher M. Duefias, William A. Parkinson, Joanne Brown, Dwayne T.
D. San Nicolas, Roy A. B. Quinata, Sabina Flores Perez

RELATIVE TO REQUESTING THE U.S. CONGRESS TO APPROPRIATE MONIES
FOR GUAM NON-MILITARY RESIDENTS WHO WERE EXPOSED TO AGENT
ORANGE AND WHO ARE SUFFERING FROM AILMENTS CAUSED BY
EXPOSURE TO AGENT ORANGE.

We respectfully request your presence at the public hearing to provide testimony and answer
questions from the senate panel on the resolution. Written testimony may also be submitted prior
to the hearing via email to senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org, or hand delivered to the Office of
Senator Lujan at 259 Martyr Street Ste. 101 A, Calvo-Arriola Bldg., Hagdtiia Guam 96910.
Please contact our office for any questions or concerns at (671)969-6525 or via email at
senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org

Si Yu ?J>Ma ‘dse,
JesSMI\Jjan

Senator

259 Martyr Street Ste. 101 A, Hagatna Guam 96910 | (W): 671-969-6525


mailto:jose.sanagustin@gvao.guam.gov

Office of Senator

Jesse Anderson Lujan

I Mina 'trentai Siette na Liheslaturan Gudhan | 37" Guam Legislature
Vice Chair, Committee on Maritime Transportation, Air Transportation, Parks, Tourism,
Higher Education, and the Advancement of Women, Youth, and Senior Citizens

July 24, 2023

Transmitted via Electronic Mail:

lucia.perez@gvao.guam.gov
To: Lucia Perez

Special Projects Coordinator, Guam Office of Veterans Affairs
From: Senator Jesse A. Lujan

Public Hearing Officer, Resolution Sponsor

Subject: Invitation to provide testimony on Resolution No. 29-37(COR)

Hafa

Adai Ms. Perez,

This email is to notify you that the Office of Senator Jesse A. Lujan will convene a Public
Hearing on Monday, July 31, 2023, at 5:30 p.m., in the Guam Congress Building, Public
Hearing Room, to hear:

Resolution No.29-37(COR) — Jesse A. Lujan, Frank Blas, Jr., Telo T. Taitague, Tina Rose
Muiia Barnes, Christopher M. Duefias, William A. Parkinson, Joanne Brown, Dwayne T.
D. San Nicolas, Roy A. B. Quinata, Sabina Flores Perez

RELATIVE TO REQUESTING THE U.S. CONGRESS TO APPROPRIATE MONIES
FOR GUAM NON-MILITARY RESIDENTS WHO WERE EXPOSED TO AGENT
ORANGE AND WHO ARE SUFFERING FROM AILMENTS CAUSED BY
EXPOSURE TO AGENT ORANGE.

We respectfully request your presence at the public hearing to provide testimony and answer
questions from the senate panel on the resolution. Written testimony may also be submitted prior
to the hearing via email to senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org, or hand delivered to the Office of
Senator Lujan at 259 Martyr Street Ste. 101 A, Calvo-Arriola Bldg., Hagdtiia Guam 96910.
Please contact our office for any questions or concerns at (671)969-6525 or via email at
senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org

Si Yu

’/0‘§>Ma ‘ase,

J es%m\uj an

Senator

259 Martyr Street Ste. 101 A, Hagatna Guam 96910 | (W): 671-969-6525



Office of Senator

Jesse Anderson Lujan

I Mina 'trentai Siette na Liheslaturan Gudhan | 37" Guam Legislature
Vice Chair, Committee on Maritime Transportation, Air Transportation, Parks, Tourism,
Higher Education, and the Advancement of Women, Youth, and Senior Citizens

July 24, 2023

Transmitted via Electronic Mail:

To:

From:

Dr. Vincent T. Akimoto, M.D.
Physician, Co-Founder of American Medical Center

Senator Jesse A. Lujan
Public Hearing Officer, Resolution Sponsor

Subject: Invitation to provide testimony on Resolution No. 29-37(COR)

Hdfa Adai Dr. Akimoto,

This email is to notify you that the Office of Senator Jesse A. Lujan will convene a Public
Hearing on Monday, July 31, 2023, at 5:30 p.m., in the Guam Congress Building, Public
Hearing Room, to hear:

Resolution No.29-37(COR) — Jesse A. Lujan, Frank Blas, Jr., Telo T. Taitague, Tina Rose
Muiia Barnes, Christopher M. Duefias, William A. Parkinson, Joanne Brown, Dwayne T.
D. San Nicolas, Roy A. B. Quinata, Sabina Flores Perez

RELATIVE TO REQUESTING THE U.S. CONGRESS TO APPROPRIATE MONIES
FOR GUAM NON-MILITARY RESIDENTS WHO WERE EXPOSED TO AGENT
ORANGE AND WHO ARE SUFFERING FROM AILMENTS CAUSED BY
EXPOSURE TO AGENT ORANGE.

We respectfully request your presence at the public hearing to provide testimony and answer
questions from the senate panel on the resolution. Written testimony may also be submitted prior
to the hearing via email to senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org, or hand delivered to the Office of
Senator Lujan at 259 Martyr Street Ste. 101 A, Calvo-Arriola Bldg., Hagdtiia Guam 96910.
Please contact our office for any questions or concerns at (671)969-6525 or via email at
senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org

Si Yu'os Ma’ase,

J es(sgm\.i;j an

Senator

259 Martyr Street Ste. 101 A, Hagatna Guam 96910 | (W): 671-969-6525


Not Sugar Skull


Office of Senator

Jesse Anderson Lujan

I Mina 'trentai Siette na Liheslaturan Gudhan | 37" Guam Legislature
Vice Chair, Committee on Maritime Transportation, Air Transportation, Parks, Tourism,
Higher Education, and the Advancement of Women, Youth, and Senior Citizens

July 24, 2023

Transmitted via Electronic Mail:

To:

From:

Dr. Thomas Shieh, M.D.
Physician, Founder of Dr. Shieh’s Clinic

Senator Jesse A. Lujan
Public Hearing Officer, Resolution Sponsor

Subject: Invitation to provide testimony on Resolution No. 29-37(COR)

Hdfa Adai Dr. Shieh,

This email is to notify you that the Office of Senator Jesse A. Lujan will convene a Public
Hearing on Monday, July 31, 2023, at 5:30 p.m., in the Guam Congress Building, Public
Hearing Room, to hear:

Resolution No.29-37(COR) — Jesse A. Lujan, Frank Blas, Jr., Telo T. Taitague, Tina Rose
Muiia Barnes, Christopher M. Duefias, William A. Parkinson, Joanne Brown, Dwayne T.
D. San Nicolas, Roy A. B. Quinata, Sabina Flores Perez

RELATIVE TO REQUESTING THE U.S. CONGRESS TO APPROPRIATE MONIES
FOR GUAM NON-MILITARY RESIDENTS WHO WERE EXPOSED TO AGENT
ORANGE AND WHO ARE SUFFERING FROM AILMENTS CAUSED BY
EXPOSURE TO AGENT ORANGE.

We respectfully request your presence at the public hearing to provide testimony and answer
questions from the senate panel on the resolution. Written testimony may also be submitted prior
to the hearing via email to senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org, or hand delivered to the Office of
Senator Lujan at 259 Martyr Street Ste. 101 A, Calvo-Arriola Bldg., Hagdtiia Guam 96910.
Please contact our office for any questions or concerns at (671)969-6525 or via email at
senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org

Si Yu'os Ma’ase,

J esgmg an

Senator

259 Martyr Street Ste. 101 A, Hagatna Guam 96910 | (W): 671-969-6525


Not Sugar Skull


Office of Senator

Jesse Anderson Lujan

I Mina 'trentai Siette na Liheslaturan Gudhan | 37" Guam Legislature
Vice Chair, Committee on Maritime Transportation, Air Transportation, Parks, Tourism,
Higher Education, and the Advancement of Women, Youth, and Senior Citizens

July 28, 2023

Transmitted via Electronic Mail:

derick.finona@va.gov

To:

Guam Vet Center

From: Senator Jesse A. Lujan

Public Hearing Officer, Resolution Sponsor

Subject: Invitation to provide testimony on Resolution No. 29-37(COR)

Hdfa Adai Management and Staff of the Guam Vet Center,

This email is to notify you that the Office of Senator Jesse A. Lujan will convene a Public
Hearing on Monday, July 31, 2023, at 5:30 p.m., in the Guam Congress Building, Public
Hearing Room, to hear:

Resolution No.29-37(COR) — Jesse A. Lujan, Frank Blas, Jr., Telo T. Taitague, Tina Rose
Muiia Barnes, Christopher M. Duefias, William A. Parkinson, Joanne Brown, Dwayne T.
D. San Nicolas, Roy A. B. Quinata, Sabina Flores Perez

RELATIVE TO REQUESTING THE U.S. CONGRESS TO APPROPRIATE MONIES
FOR GUAM NON-MILITARY RESIDENTS WHO WERE EXPOSED TO AGENT
ORANGE AND WHO ARE SUFFERING FROM AILMENTS CAUSED BY
EXPOSURE TO AGENT ORANGE.

We respectfully request the presence of the Guam Vet Center at the public hearing to provide
testimony and answer questions from the senate panel on the resolution. Written testimony may
also be submitted prior to the hearing via email to senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org, or hand
delivered to the Office of Senator Lujan at 259 Martyr Street Ste. 101 A, Calvo-Arriola Bldg.,
Hagatia Guam 96910. Please contact our office for any questions or concerns at (671)969-6525
or via email at senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org

Si Yu

75>Ma ‘dse,

Je%jan

Senator

259 Martyr Street Ste. 101 A, Hagatna Guam 96910 | (W): 671-969-6525



Office of Senator

Jesse Anderson Lujan

I Mina 'trentai Siette na Liheslaturan Gudhan | 37" Guam Legislature
Vice Chair, Committee on Maritime Transportation, Air Transportation, Parks, Tourism,
Higher Education, and the Advancement of Women, Youth, and Senior Citizens

Public Hearing Agenda
Monday, July 31, 2023 — 5:30 P.M.

Guam Congress Building, Public Hearing Room

5:30 P.M.
e Resolution N0.29-37(COR) — Jesse A. Lujan, Frank Blas, Jr., Telo T. Taitague, Tina

Rose Muna Barnes, Christopher M. Duefias, William A. Parkinson, Joanne Brown,
Dwayne T. D. San Nicolas, Roy A. B. Quinata, Sabina Flores Perez

RELATIVE TO REQUESTING THE U.S. CONGRESS TO APPROPRIATE
MONIES FOR GUAM NON-MILITARY RESIDENTS WHO WERE EXPOSED TO
AGENT ORANGE AND WHO ARE SUFFERING FROM AILMENTS CAUSED
BY EXPOSURE TO AGENT ORANGE.

The public is invited to provide oral testimony on the agenda item. Written testimony may also
be submitted via email to senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org or hand delivered to the Office of
Senator Lujan at 259 Martyr Street Ste. 101A, Calvo-Arriola Bluiding., Hagatna Guam 96910. In
compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals requiring special
accomodations should contact the Office of Senator Lujan at (671)969-6525 or at
senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org. All hearings broadcast on GTA TV Channel 21, Docomo
Channel 117/112.4, and livestream on the Guam Legislature YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/c/Guaml egislatureMedia.

259 Martyr Street Ste. 101A, Calvo-Arriola Bldg., Hagatna Guam 96910 | (W): 671-969-6525
www.jesselujan.org | FB & IG: @senatorjesselujan
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https://www.youtube.com/c/GuamLegislatureMedia

OFFICE OF SENATOR JESSE A. LUJAN
Public Hearing Officer/Resolution Sponsor
Vice Chair, Committee on Maritime Transportation, Air Transportation, Parks, Tourism,
Higher Education, and the Advancement of Women, Youth, and Senior Citizens

I Mina’trentai Siette na Liheslaturan Gudhan | 37" Guam Legislature

Public Hearing
Tuesday, July 31, 2023, 5:30 pm
Guam Congress Building, Public Hearing Room

Resolution N0.29-37(COR) — Jesse A. Lujan, Frank Blas, Jr., Telo T. Taitague, Tina Rose Muiia Barnes, Christopher M. Dueiias, William A. Parkinson,
Joanne Brown, Dwayne T. D. San Nicolas, Roy A. B. Quinata, Sabina Flores Perez

RELATIVE TO REQUESTING THE U.S. CONGRESS TO APPROPRIATE MONIES FOR GUAM NON-MILITARY RESIDENTS WHO WERE
EXPOSED TO ORANGE AND WHO ARE SUFFERING FROM AILMENTS CAUSED BY EXPOSURE TO AGENT ORANGE.

NAME AGENCY/ ORAL WRITTEN IN NOT IN
(Please Print) ORGANIZATION TESTIMONY | TESTIMONY| FAVOR FAVOR
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Not Sugar Skull


OFFICE OF SENATOR JESSE A. LUJAN
Public Hearing Officer/Resolution Sponsor
Vice Chair, Committee on Maritime Transportation, Air Transportation, Parks, Tourism,
Higher Education, and the Advancement of Women, Youth, and Senior Citizens

I Mina'trentai Siette na Liheslaturan Gudhan | 37" Guam Legislature

Public Hearing
Tuesday, July 31, 2023, 5:30 pm
Guam Congress Building, Public Hearing Room

Resolution No.29-37(COR) - Jesse A. Lujan, Frank Blas, Jr., Telo T. Taitague, Tina Rose Muiia Barnes, Christopher M. Duefias, William A. Parkinson,
Joanne Brown, Dwayne T. D. San Nicolas, Roy A. B. Quinata, Sabina Flores Perez

RELATIVE TO REQUESTING THE U.S. CONGRESS TO APPROPRIATE MONIES FOR GUAM NON-MILITARY RESIDENTS WHO WERE
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF RESOLUTION NO. 29-37

RELATIVE TO REQUESTING THE U.S. CONGRESS TO APPROPRIATE MONIES FOR
GUAM NON-MILITARY RESIDENTS WHO WERE EXPOSED TO AGENT ORANGE AND
WHO ARE SUFFERING FROM AILMENTS CAUSED BY EXPOSURE TOAGENT
ORANGE.

Honorable Speaker and Members of the Guam Legislature,

I humbly appear before you today to request your assistance in a matter of great urgency and
importance to the non-military residents of Guam, many of whom are silently suffering as victims
of an unseen war. Our mission at the Guam Office of Veterans Affairs, in line with the Department
of Veterans Affairs, is to care for those “who shall have borne the battle” and for their families,
caregivers and survivors.

It is a well-known fact that during the Vietnam War era, Guam served as a key staging point for
many U.S. military operations. During this period, a powerful and deadly herbicide known as
Agent Orange was used extensively in Vietnam. There are now numerous well-documented cases
of military personnel who were exposed to this chemical, suffering from severe health conditions
including various types of cancer, heart disease, Parkinson’s disease. and other debilitating

conditions.

What is less widely acknowledged, however, is the devastating impact that this same chemical has
had on the non-military residents of Guam. Many credible reports and testimonies suggest that
Agent Orange was not only present on our island but was also used here. As a result, numerous
innocent civilians who were never officially part of any military operation have suffered, and
continue to suffer, the adverse health effects of exposure to this toxic chemical.

Currently, the Department of Veterans Affairs provides compensation and healthcare to U.S.
military veterans exposed to Agent Orange. Yet, our non-military citizens, who were likewise
victims of this chemical warfare, do not receive equivalent attention or aid. This is a grave injustice
that we must correct.

We are therefore requesting that the Guam Legislature adopts a resolution urging the U.S. Congress
to acknowledge and take responsibility for this oversight. We ask for your help in advocating for
the U.S. Congress to appropriate monies for medical assistance, support. and compensation to our
fellow Guamanians who are suffering from ailments caused by exposure to Agent Orange.

In particular, we request that these funds be utilized to:
e Provide comprehensive healthcare and medical treatment for those suffering from Agent
Orange-related aiiments.
o Fund scientific research to understand the full extent of Agent Orange contamination in
Guam and its health impact on our citizens.
» Develop community education programs to raise awareness about the risks and signs of
Agent Orange-related discases.



e [Establish a fund to compensate individuals and families who have been adversely affected
by exposure to this toxic chemical.

Timing is opportune since there is more support in Congress for compensating Guam residents for
adverse impacts caused by past military practices. Most notably. in a press release dated July 28.
2023, the US Senate passed an amendment to the NDAA just today to expand and extend Radiation
Exposure Compensation Act (RECA) coverage for Guam Downwinders. [ would like to
personally thank Mr. Robert Celestial who has been working tirelessly to expand medical care to
those on Guam who suffer from cancer and heart disease caused by radiation. when Guam was
exposed from 1946 - 1962. Mr. Celestial your voice throughout the years has been steady, with
conviction and the guiding light for our people. Si Yu’os Ma’ase para todo bidamu para hami
todos.

Honorable Speaker and Members of the Guam Legislature, I strongly urge you to stand in
solidarity with the non-military residents of our beautiful island who are victims of this tragic
situation. By passing this resolution, we can collectively express our will to the U.S. Congress that
they must take action to rectify this long-standing injustice.

Thank you for your attention and your empathy for the victims of this devastating health crisis. We
believe that with your support, we can bring about the change needed to address this significant
health issue impacting our fellow Guamanians.

Office of Veterans Affairs
Jose.sanagustin@gvao.gaum.goy

31July2023
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3 e f Senator Jesse Lujan <senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org>
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Re: NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING: mONDAY, JULY 31, 2023, relative to requesting the U.S.
Congress to appropriate monies for Guam non-military residents who were exposed to agent
orange and who are suffering from ailments caused by exposure to agent orange.

J ear JET Sun, Jul 30, 2023 at 12:53 AM

To: "senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org" <senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org>

On Sat, Jul 29, 2023, 4:49 PM J BAP JET ||| GG ot
Hata Adai & Thank You, Senator Lujan, for your excellent

public service.

I am Johnston B. Palik, a U.S. citizen, and I am pleased to
submit my father's name, Mr. Betwel Assu Palik, born on

. He started working in Guam from 1950 to
1977 between Guam and Johnston Atoll in the Marshall
Islands during the U.S. Navy Administered Guam when he
was contracted to work on various military vessels. He was
also on the ship that transported the Agent Orange drums
from Vietnam to Guam and Johnston Atoll and Kwajalin
Military Base when he started working on vessels for the
military in Guam. He worked for the military on Guam, and
we believe that Agent Orange was transported on those ships
that can cause the diseases affecting the people of Guam and
the Johnston Islands that work in Guam and on the vessels
to Johnston Atoll Island. He passed away on _,
from the presumptive conditions of toxic exposure to Agent
Orange. He worked in Guam during the U.S. Navy
Administration on the ships carrying Agent Orange drums
from Vietnam to Guam and Johnston Atoll in the Marshall
Islands.
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I still remember his emotionally sad story telling me how he
felt sick from his work on the ships. I remember my Dad
telling my mother how he got his legs and hands skin
disorder disease developed, liver cancer, prostate cancer,

high blood, and diabetes. He was diagnosed with all these
complicated diseases on Marshall Island, Kosrae Island, and
the State of California where he was diagnosed. He asked me
to help him find out which U.S. Government Oftfice could
help him look into what happened to his U.S. Social Security
benefits before he died. He never got his U.S. Social Security
benefits until he passed away. Unfortunately, he died when he
was 85 in 2016 and never saw his U.S. Social Security
benefits. I promised him I would look into it to find out who
was RESPONSIBLE for helping him, but too late, he was

gone.

I visited Guam Social Security Administration, noting in their
file. I called Saipan Social Security and talked to Mr. Facy, and
he advised his staff to look into it and found my Dad's U.S.
Social Security files and some of his working quarter's
history. CNMI Social Security Administration emailed me to
check my father's Social Security Individual Wage History
Total Quarters in the Mashall Islands. He also had his file in
their old book with the Social Security Administration
Majuro, Marshall Islands, when we moved to the Marshall
Islands to continue work in Kwajelain Military Base.



I would greatly appreciate your good office considering this
urgent matter. I appreciate your time, effort, and continued
help to those needing your service. Please let me know if you
need more information from me. I will be happy to sit down
with you again to talk more to provide my Dad's statement.

You can reach me via email or call me at _ or

I look torward to hearing from you soon.

Sincerely yours,
Constituents: Johnston B. Palik

Johnston Palik



Senator Jesse Lujan <senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org>

Guam Legislature Public Hearing Agent Orange

J ar JETH Sun, Jul 30, 2023 at 4:31 PM

To: "senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org" <senatorlujan@guamlegislature.org>

Hata Adai & Greetings From The Paliks Family:

With all due respect I humbly request that your good oftice
include my parents' names and myself. Mr. Betwel Assu Palik,
who was born on _ passed away on
- and my Mom, Julita B. Palik, born , she
still alive and living in Califonia today, and I, Johnston B Palik
currently in Guam traveling back and forth between Guam
and Califonia. We have a son in the military service station in
Guam, born and raised here. We are the

victim and survivors of Agent Orange with a presumptive
disease exposure to Agent Orange Chemical.

Again, I am Johnston Betwel Palik, and I am a U.S. citizen and
a resident of Guam.

My father told me a lot of his secret story in his account
during and after he was hired as a contractor seaman when he
was young to work on the vessels that transported the Agent
Orange 55-gallon of drums for military activities in the U.S.
ports en route to Vietnam, Guam, and Johnston Atoll in the
Marshall Islands during the U.S. Navy who Administered
Guam and Saipan during and from 1950 to 1977. My Dad was
traveling on the ship between the US. ports to Vietnam,
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Guam, and Johnston Atoll Island. My Dad told me he named
me after the Johnston Atoll because it's a military secret base
for chemical agents for nuclear experiments and testing. It

is nearby the Kwajalein Military Base in the Marshall Islands. I
remember traveling with my parents when I was a little boy
between Guam and the Marshall Islands in Micronesia Islands.
It was fun, but I never knew those vessels were transporting
and carrying chemical agents. Before my Dad passed away, he
told my mom to stop eating the fish that was caught in
Johnston Atoll and some Islands nearby Islands in

the Marshall Islands because he was told by the Captian and
crews meeting announcement that there were no more
catching fish in the ocean of Johnston Atoll Island after the
Agent Orage was dumped into the sea off Johnston Atoll,
Bikini, Enewetak Atoll and Wake Island. But it was late; we'd
been eating those fish catches in the ocean of Johnston Atoll
and nearby contaminated islands with the exposure of Agent
Orange. After what my Dad learned, we stopped eating fish
from the Marshall Islands.

Unfortunately, my Dad was diagnosed with many complicated
allments: heart issues, liver cancer, skin disorder disease,
cancer that affects his blood cells high blood, prostate cancer,
and diabetes. My mom is very ill today at 84 years old. I am
also diagnosed with a skin disease disorder similar to my Dad
skin disease, diabetes, and prostate 1ssues. So sad.

I appreciate your time and effort caring for your constituents
who deserved the Orange Agent compensation. You can



always reach me via email or call my home phone number at

or my Guam cell phone number at
, or my California cell phone number at :
Please do let me know if you need any information and
references.

I look torward to hearing from you, my good Senator Mr.
Lujan. You may remember me at Sherly's Restaurant with your
wife, and you asked for my help and support during your
campaign. My family is in for you, and I guarantee you will
make 1t because of my confidence and trust in you as a good
friend and great public servant for us all. Keep up the
excellent job!

Respecttully yours.
Johnston B. Palik

Johnston Palik



OUTLINE FOR DISCUSSION
GUAM LEGISLATURE HEARING ON JULY 31, 2023

1. Agent Orange History

a.

Grew up in military family, both parents are buried at Arlington National
Cemetery. Not anti-military.

My interest in Agent Orange (“AQO”) began with the adoption of The New
PACT Act on August 12, 2022. Guam was added to the list of locations for
the first time. I ran legal ads for Guam veterans. 2 surprises. First, most
vets already are receiving some VA disability, even though not for AO.
Second, about 1/4th of the people that met with me were never in the
military.

AO was likely sprayed on Guam, on the fence lines, the flight lines,
sidewalks, cross island pipeline, etc. Despite Department of Defense’s
denials certain veterans testified before the U.S. Congress that they did see
and spray AO on Guam. That is why Guam was added to the list.
Case examples:

i. Agent Orange Survivors Of Guam - President.

ii. Port worker.

iii. Children of veterans who lived at AAFB.

iv. Engineers, teachers, and other contract workers who worked at the
bases.

I ran legal ads only on Guam. But I have been receiving inquiries from all
over the U.S. Likely reacting to my website: www.agentorangelawyer.com.

These claims will involve 100’s, or likely, 1,000’s of claimants, from people
all over the U.S.

i. Many residents of Guam may have been exposed to AO. 1,000’s of
non-military people who worked at Andersen Air Force and the

Navy bases were likely exposed.

Law.



i. Federal Tort Claims Act applies to non-military claimants.
ii. Class Action - not possible.
iii. Statute of Limitations - 2 years from the date of discovery. Arguably
the date of discovery was on August 12, 2022, as that was the date

that Guam was first added to the list of covered locations.

iv. Public Function Exception. Military likely sprayed AO on Guam, or
stored it, even after AO was outlawed.

2. Legislature hearing on July 31, 2023, is an excellent time to:
i. Hear testimonials.
ii. Gather possible evidence.

3. Pedro Taitano - Testify. Documents.



BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR PUBLIC HEARING FOR
RESOLUTION 29-37

1. What is Agent Orange?

Agent Orange is the most toxic of several herbicides, sometimes referred to as
“rainbow herbicides,” that were used during the Vietnam War era. Agent Orange
was used by the United Stated military to deforest large areas of land, interrupt
enemy food supplies, increase visibility, and prevent ambush attacks against US
service members. Agent Orange is referred to as a “tactical herbicide” whose use

was restricted to military use in Vietnam.

Specifically, Agent Orange was a mixture of two different kinds of toxic chemicals: 2,
4-D and 2, 4, 5-T. The highly toxic Dioxin contaminant known as 2,3, 7, 8-TCDD is a
byproduct that is produced in the manufacture of 2, 4, 5-T. Today, we are aware of

the significant health effects related to Agent Orange exposure.

2. Locations in Guam where herbicides were used.

The military acknowledges that herbicides were routinely used in Guam for
vegetation control. Evidence indicates that herbicides was sprayed in the following

places:

e Guam cross-island fuel pipeline and road.

e Anderson Air Force Base (AAFB) and AAFB annexes and perimeters.
e The Marianas-Bonins Command (MARBO) Annex.

e AAFB flight line and surrounding areas.

e USAF or U.S Navy fuel storage facilities.

e USAF or U.S. Navy power stations.

e Areas near Urunao Beach or Ritidian Point.

e Military landfills, waste piles, and over-the-cliff at Ritidian Point.

e Fire-fighter training areas.

e Polaris Point and submarine tender support facilities.
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This list, however, may not be exhaustive.

3. Tactical vs. Commercial Hebicides

Although the military acknowledges the routine use of commercially available
herbicides on Guam, it has consistently denied that “tactical herbicides” such as
Agent Orange was ever stored or used on Guam. It is clear that tactical herbicides
were not authorized for use on U.S. military installations, and their use on Guam

would have been contrary to regulations.

Nevertheless, there have been multiple reports over the years of the use of Agent
Orange on Guam. Several veterans have claimed specifically that they used Agent
Orange in spraying operations, and recalled the distinctive orange circle on the 55-

gallon drums in which Agent Orange was stored.

4. GAO Report Addresses Agent Orange in Guam

In November 2018, the United Sates Government Accountability Office (GAO)
released a report focusing on the actions needed to improve the accuracy and
communication of information regarding the use, testing, and storage locations of
Agent Orange outside of Vietnam. Generally, the GAO Report found that the DoD’s
official list of herbicide testing and storage locations outside of Vietnam lacked
clarity in descriptive information; omits both testing and storage locations; and omits
additional time periods covered by testing events, The GAO also recognized that this
list has not been updated in over a decade, despite a significant amount of evidence

and research collected regarding its shortcomings.

The GAO Report acknowledged that testing to determine whether Agent Orange
was present in a certain location is challenging because the components of the
herbicide degrade over time and can come from multiple sources. Again, the
limitations of the available documentation make it difficult to identify which specific

herbicides or components were tested., as well as when and where. More so, the lack


Not Sugar Skull


of information makes it challenging to distinguish between small-scale and large-

scale testing.

5. Yale Law School Study

In a comprehensive white paper issued in February 2021, the National Veterans
Legal Service Program in partnership with the Veterans Legal Services Clinic at the
Yale Law School concluded the Veterans who served on Guam from 1958 to 1980
were as likely as not exposed to Agent Orange and other dioxin containing

herbicides.

6. GUAM for the First Time was Added to the List of Covered Locations
on August 10, 2022, under The New Pact Act

A federal law known as the NEW PACT ACT was passed into law on August 10,
2022. For the first time, Guam was added to the list of locations eligible for Agent

Orange compensation for veterans who served on Guam between 1958 and 1980.

7. Civilians Not Covered by The New Pact Act

The PACT ACT recognized the use of Agent Orange on Guam, but applied only to
Veterans. Civilians on Guam who were likewise exposed to Agent Orange are not

included.
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Tokyo

expected

to present
draft plan

By Therese Hart
therese@mvguam com
Variety News Staff

TOKYO is expected today
to come up with an official
draft plan for the -relocation
of the U.S. Maririe base in
Okinawa in preparation for
talks in Washington D.C.
on Wednesday, according to
Kyodo News.

Japan’s Prime Minister
Yukio Hatoyama - and his
Cabinet members, including
Foreign Minister Katsuya
_Okada and Defense Minis-

By Mar-Vic Cagurangan
marvic@mvguam.com
Variety News Staff

VETERANS who  were
stationed at Andersen Air Force
Base between 1960s and 1970s
are pressing Congress to include
Guam in the expanded Agent
Orange compensation bill,
frustrated over the Department
of Veterans Affairs’ inconsis-
tent declarations about the use
and storage of herbicides on the
island. ¥

Despite four previous cases
confirming the use of Agent

Agent Orange on Guam

the benefits claim sought by
Sgt. Ralph  Stanton, saying
“data from the Department of
Defénse does not show any
use, testing or storage of tacti-
cal herbicides” on island.

“The Joint Services Records
Research Center informed
us that research of available
historical information does not
document the spraying, testing
or storage of Agent Orange at
Andersen Air Force Base,” the
appeals court stated in its April
29 decision on Stanton’s case.

Stanton, who worked in
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Another case
conﬁrms

s

AOonGuam_

By Mar-Vic Cagurangan
marvic@mvguam.com
Variely News Staff

ANOTHER veteran who
was stationed at Andersen
Air Force Base from 1962 to
1965 won his claim for dis-
ability benefits based on med-
ical findings which showed
that his iliness was the re-
sult of his exposure to Agent
Orange.

The decision issued by the
Department of Veterans Af-
fairs on April 16 was the
fourth case won by veterans
who were deployed to Guam
in the 1960s. All four cases

” conhnucd on page 2
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By Jude Lizama
jude@mvguam.com
and Mar-Vic Caguri
marvic@mvguam.co
Variety News Staff

THE Guam Power /

will close the gove

streetlight service

and begin schedulin

light disconnections

Department of Publi

fails to respond to GPA’s fund

transfer request by Friday.
GPA general manager Joa-

quin C. Flores wrote to public

works director Larry P. Perez

last week, reminding the de-

partment head to identify his

“final intentions relative to
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“We have identified the
money. We are relying on the
governor’s transfer authority
under Public Law 29-113, the
budget law,” Perez told Vari-
ety. “We will forward our re-
quest to the Department of
Administration this week and

I Powell urges Republican Party to O Squeezed by economy, shoppérsare
broaden its appeal

BUSINESS page 13
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isferred
cash is

rtment

mental™

appropriation of $2 million to
fund the streetlight account
for the rest of the fiscal year.

“We want to tell GPA of
our intention to transfer the
fund. But considering the fi-
nancial situation of the gov-

STREEVLISHTS confinued on page 2
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Police looking into
alcohol factor in fatal
auto crash

Paim Pre targets
iPhone, to go on sale
for $200 June 6
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Veteran seeks probe into Agent Orange use in Guam

By Mar-Vic Cagurangan

Variety News Siaff
A RETIRED airman is seeking
a congressional inquiry into the
extensive use of Agent Orange in
Guam. where he was deployed
between 1960 and 1970 as a fuel
specialist tasked to mix and spray
herbicides at Andersen Air Force
Base and surrounding areas.

MSgt. LeRoy G. Foster this
week wrote to Reps. Brian M.
Higgins. D-NY. and Don Young.
R-Ak.. asking the congressional
leaders to launch the investiga-
tion to force the U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans A dministration
and the Depariment of Defense
to acknowledge “‘the fact that
Agent Orange and other herbi-

GUAM’S

QUICKEST aAanp FAIREST

INSURANCE CLAIMS

cides were used on Guam.™

“There are other veterans who
have written to me asking for my
sworn testimony to this fact.”
Foster stated in the lengthy letter.
in which he identified the loca-
tions in Guam where he sprayed
Agent Orange.

1 believe it is the responsibil-
ity of the VA. DoD. Congress.

Senate, the White House, and
the states to make public the
exposure of our servicemen
and servicewomen. dependents.
residents of Guam and other
civil service employees to these
chemicals,™ Foster said.

He also listed names of fellow

VETERAN continued on page 7

Woods has last chance
to turn a good year into a
great one
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Senators: Include %2

Guam in Agent
Orange bhill

U.S. Air Force planes spra y the defoliant chemical
vegetation in South Vietnam in this 1966 photo. Air Force researchers found
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elevated risks of prostate and skin cancer and also diabetes in those who

Sprayed the chemical defoliant.

By Mar-Vic Cagurangan

Variely News Staff
DEMOCRATIC senators are
secking the inclusion of civil-
ian employees stationed in
Guam during the Vietnam con-
flict in a congressional bill that
provides compensation to those
suffering from illnesses and dis-

abilities as a result R =
of their exposure | HR 972 establishes the  erq
0 Agent Orange.  Agent Orange lliness

AP

unidentified airman, whose
claims for benefits were both
granted by the Board of the
Veterans® Appeals after it was.
determined that their disabili-
ties and illnesses resulted from
their exposure to Agent Or-
ange when they were stationed
at Andersen Air Force Base.
“Existing fed-
tegislation
. provides compen-

Resolution ' Compensation Fund .mnan sation for those

95. introduced by | fixes the compensation in
Sens. Tina Muna | amount at $100,000,
Barnes. D-Mangi-  payable either to the
lao. Judi Won Pat. = employee or his or her
U-Zm_o.:o.m. and eligible survivor,

Ben  Pangelinan.
D-Barrigada. urges
Congresswoman

(2N '

Madeleine

the military
service who sul-
fered  disability

or death because
' of  exposure to
Agent  Orange.
but the law does
not cover civilian employees,
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elevated risks_c;f prostate and skin cancer and also diabetes in those who

Sprayed the chemical defofiant

By Mar-Vic Cagurangan

Variety News Staff
DEMOCRATIC senators are
seeking the inclusion of civil-
ian  employees stationed in
Guam during the Vietnam con-
flict in a congressional bill that
provides compensation to those
suffering from illnesses and dis-
abilities as a result = !
of their exposure
o Agent Orange.

HR 872 establishes the |
- Agent Orange liiness

AP

unidentified  airman, whose
claims for benefits were both
granted by the Board of the
Veterans™ Appeals after it was
determined that thejr disabili-
ties and illnesses resulted from
their exposure to Agent Or-
ange when they were stationed
at Andersen Air Force Base.
s “Existing fed-
eral  legislation
provides compen-

Resolution Compensation Fund and sation for those
95. introduced by  fixes the compensation | i (. military
Sens. Tina Muna = amount at $100,000, service who suf-
Barnes. D-Mangi- - payable either to the  fored disability
lao. Judi Won pay, employee or his or her or death because
D-Malojloj.  and eligible survivor. of  exposure to
Ben  Pangelinan, : Agent Orange,

D-Barrigada, urges
Congresswoman Madeleine
Bordallo to seck amendment
to HR 972 also known as
the ~Civilian Agent Orange
ACL” 10 include Guam  in
the  compensation program.
HR 972 cstablishes the
Agent Orange Iiness Compen-
sation Fund and fixes the com-
pensation amount at $100.000,
payable cither to the employee
or his or her cligible survivor,
Proponents  of Resolution
95 cited at least two cases that
acknowledged  (he presence
of Agent Orange and other
toxic  defoliants  on Guam.
They were referring to the
cases filed by Air Force veter-
an Robert Burgett ang another
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but the law does

not cover civilian employces,
some of who have also been
exposed.” the resolution reads,
“Because it has already
been determined that mem-
bers of the armed forces dyr-
ing the Vietnam war era were
exposed 10 Agent Orange
while stationed in Guam and
they are being  compensated
for their disability or death.™
the resolution adds, it is only
lair and just that the civilian
employees of the federal gov-
ernment physically present in
Guam be included in HR 972
$o that they can be compen-
sated if there is service con-
nection for illness or death
due 10 herbicide exposure.™

.
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Inclusion of Guam in herhicide
€xposure pay program sought

By Mar-Vic Cagurangan

Variety News Staff
THE Pacific Association of
Radiation Survivors is ask-
ing Guam leaders to
lobby for the inclu-
sion of Guam in a
proposed program
seeking  compen-
sation for federal
employees who ac-
quired diseases re-
sulting from their
exposure to Agent
Orange during the
Vietham War.

The compensation pro-
gram was proposed by Rep.
Robert Wexler, D-Florida,
through H.R. 972. which
would apply to “employ-
ees of the federal govern-
ment or contractor em-
ployees of the Department
of Defense™ who were in
Vietnam between Jan. 9.
1962 and May 7, 1975, or
those stationed around the
Korean demilitarized zone
between Sept. 1. 1967 and
Aug. 31, 1971.

H.R. 972 appropriates
$100 million for the pro-
posed “Agent Orange IlIness

Comoepsation.Lrogran, for.

lations, veterans exposed to
certain herbicides during the
military service “whether
at Fort Drum or anywhere

Pacific Association of Radiation Survivors

president Robert Celestial said at least two

suacessful claims by veterans stationed at
Andersen Air Force Base during the Vietnam
War have set precedent Cases that confirmed
the presence of Agent Orange and other toxic

defoliants on Guam.

“This relieves the burden
of proving a nexus between
€xposure and disease on the
veteran.™ Principi stated in
his March 23, 2001

letter to Congress-

man Lane Evans,
“We bring this use
to your attention be-
cause we might miss
the board again if

in Congress and that
our issue be feft be-
hind as was RECA

else™ are qualified to receive back in 2000." Celestial told

benefits.

Bordallo.

H.R. 972 is passed |

‘Am
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o
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mmlusion of Guam in herbicide exposure pay program sought 7
By Mar-Vic Cagurangan
Variety News Staff

THE Pacific Association of Radiation Survivors is asking Guam leaders to lobby for the
inclusion of Guam in a proposed program seeking compensation for federal employees
who acquired diseases resulting from their exposure to Agent Orange during the Vietnam
War.

The compensation program was proposed by Rep. Robert Wexler, D-Florida, through
H.R. 972, which would apply to “employees of the federal government or cqptractor
employees of the Department of Defense” who were in Vietnam between Jan, 9, 1962
and May 7, 1975, or those stationed around the Korean demilitarized zone between Sept.
1, 1967 and Aug. 31, 1971.

H.R. 972 appropriates $100 million for the proposed “Agent Orange Illness
Compensation Program” for eli gible claimants or their survivors,

PARS president Robert Celestial said at least two successful claims by veterans stationed
at Andersen Air Force Base during the Vietnam War have set precedent cases that
confirmed the presence of Agent Orange and other toxic defoliants on Guam.

Celestial was referring to the separate cases filed by Air Force veteran Robert Burgett and
another unidentified airman, whose claims for benefits were both granted by the Board of
the Veterans® Appeals.

“It is well established that veterans stationed at Andersen Air Force Base Guam were
exposed to Agent Orange and given full compensation for their illnesses and that
numerous information have been published that Agent Orange were stored and sprayed
on Guam,” Celestial stated in a letter to Sen. Ben Pangelinan, D-Barrigada.

The PARS president also wrote to Congresswoman Madeleine Bordallo, requesting her to
introduce an amendment to H.R. 972 to include Guam in the proposed Civilian Agent
Orange Act of 2007.

Celestial cited a policy statement made by former Veterans A ffairs Secretary Anthony J.
Principi, who clarified that under VA regulations, veterans exposed to certain herbicides
during the military service “whether at Fort Drum or anywhere else” are qualified to
receive benefits.

“This relieves the burden of proving a nexus between exposure and disease on the
veteran,” Principi stated in his March 23,2001 letter to Congressman Lane Evans.

“We bring this use to your attention because we might miss the board again if H.R. 972 is

passed in Congress and that our issue be left behind as was RECA back in 2000,”
Celestial told Bordallo.
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Key US lawmaker vows to back veterans si

By Mar-Vic Cagurangan

Variety News Staff
THE chairman of the House
Committee on Veterans Affairs
vowed to look into the use of
Agent Orange on Guam and sup-
port the claims of veterans who
developed diseases resulting
from their exposure to herbicides
and other toxic chemicals while
stationed in the tervitory during
the Vietnam conftict.

“I believe all veterans who
were exposed to Agent Orange,
and who developed illnesses as
a result of that exposure. deserve
to receive disability benefits and
compensation for their sacri-

474

R cle

fice.” said committee chairman
Rep. Bob Filner. D-Ca.

“Please rest assured that | will
continue to work hard to honor
our nation’s promise to care for
our veterans and provide them
the benefits they eamed and
deserve.” Filner stated in an
Oct. 24 letter. responding to a
veteran’s request that Guam be
included in the list of locations
under investigation for herbicide
contamination.

Pending before Filner’s com-
mittee is HR 972. also known
as the “Civilian Agent Orange
Act.” which establishes a pro-
gram to compensate veterans

who are suffering from ilinesses
and disabilities as a result of their
exposure to Agent Orange and
similar herbicides. The bill fixes
the compensation amount at

100.000, pyable either to the
employee or his or her eligible
survivor.

In a letter to Filner.
Vancil Sanderson. who
was stationed at the

aval Communica-
tion Station on Guam
between 1966 and
1967. provided com-
prehensive information
describing the extent
of herbicide contamination on
Guam, particularly the island’s
drinking water aquifer.

“While stationed on CS
I could taste. see and smell

" what appeared to be a solvent

in the drinking water. Accord-
ing to ATSDR. the level of TCE
wotild have to have been at least
1.000.000 ppb. What this means
is that all the levels of contami-
nants in the drinking water would
have been much higher than
indicated by the Department of
Defense.” Sanderson wrote.
“With my personal knowledge
and hearings held before con-
gress in ovember 1987. this
shows the contamination was
extremely high.” he added.
Sanderson corroborates the

Bob Filner

statements made by other vet-
erans who “have disclosed in
various forums that Agent Or-
ange and other herbicides were
stored in Guam during the Viet-
nam Wwar.

Some veterans stationed on
Guam between 1960s
and 1970s also revealed
that these herbicides
were sprayed in Guam
for thinning ugles as
well as for building and
maintenance of military
infrastructure.

“l personally am in
contact with five vet-
erans who used AO on Guam
in the sixties, the earliest being
1962 and the latest 1969. Veter-
ans who worked in the storage
areas of Guam have taken pic-
tures of the various herbicides.
They have also written letters in
support of the pictures and also
stated they used these herbicides
on Guam. It was even used in
aerial spraying according to vet-
erans.” Sanderson said.

“The way the military handied
its toxic waste for years was by
dumping or burning and that was
how it was done until the 80s. On
Guam. you have three military
installations over the orthern
Guam lens drinking water aqui-
fer. The amount of contamina-
tion generated by Andersen dur-

ﬁ%
ckened by Agent Orange

ing the Vietnam conflict would
have been the highest in the world.
All of this had rapid transfer to the
aquifer,” Sanderson said.

The Guam  eislature last
month passed a resolution seek-
ing the inclusion of civilian em-
ployees stationed in Guam dur-
ing the Vietnam conflict in the
proposed compensation program
for those suffering from illnesses
and disabilities related to Agent
Orange exposure.

“Existing federal legisla-
tion provides compensation
for those in the military ser-
vice who suffered disability or
death because of exposure to
Agent Orange, but the law does
not cover civilian employees,
some of whom have also been
exposed.” Resolution 95 reads.

“Because it has already been
determined that members of the
armed forces during the Viet-
nam War era were exposed to
Agent Orange while stationed
in Guam and they.are being
compensated for their disability
or death.” the resolution adds,
“it is only fair and ust that the
civilian employees of the feder-
al government physically present
in Guam be included in HR 972
so that they can be compensated
if there is service connection for
illness or death due to herbicide
exposure.”
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These drums stored in AAFB during the early 1970s allegedly
contain Agent Orange and other defoliants used by the American

troops to thin jungles. Photo courtesy of Le Roy G. Foster. MSgt, USAF. retired

By Mar-Vic Cagurangan
ma"\"O@mvguam com
9"90' News Staff

GUAM is likely to be included
in a congressional bill that

program for veterans who were
exposed to Agent Orange and
other types of defoliants used
by American troops during
Vietnam War.

the .compensation
as coSponsors.
“Republicans

H.R. 2254, titled “The
Agent Orange Equity Act of
2009,” has received a bipar-
tisan support in the House of
Representatives, with over 200
congressmen having signed up

crats alike have joined together
to stand up for Agent Orange

MARIANAS VARIETY GUAM EDITI
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lDPW determines i
l iroposal was submitted
l rith, DPW can award t
l t to IBC if DPW findstt
l ncreased ﬁnancing co!
and reasonable,” said t
l lic auditor.

her decision will soon

and Demo-
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obtain financing or that 1
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muﬁnuedfmmmel

veterans,” said Rep. Bob
author of H.R. 2254 and ¢
House Veterans'Affairs C

In a press statement released late last
week, Filnersaid his bill wouldextend the
eligibility for presumptive conditions to
all combat veterans of the Vietnam War
“regardless of where they served.”

The current compensation program
for Agent Orange exposure covers only
those who were deployed to Vietham
during the war.

Filner issued the statement on the

SRUURPINN |G BRI o VRS

have handled Agent Orange while
stationed at AAFB, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense has not officially
acknowledged that toxic herbicides
were used on Guam.

While acknowledging the statements
made by the veteran, the appeals board
noted the claims were not supported by
official evidence.

“The veteran’s personnel records

te Alnntn that b mncind in launon duvina

Laalee

' ORANGE continued on page 2

SIS 1UL LHIE PLVG nivaoe:

l down by the public au
! nother appeal The Gua
ion Financing Foundatic
stated in its appeal th
b uild a bigger school wi
ghoney than IBC’s projectt

mnstruction of the new JF
school was scheduled !
in August but the groun
ing was halted because ¢

..--Jpeals.

s June ruling. “However, the
it of Defense has not estab-
'Agent Orange was used in
ng the period of the veteran’s

e ruling was inconsistent

previous decisions, which
confirmed the U.S. military’s use of
Agent Orange on Guam between early
1960s and late 1970s, Previous deci-
sions were based on the 2004 Dow
Chemical Risk Report.

With no legal support to back them
up and no immediate relief on the hori-
zon, veterans who were deployed to
Guam have created an online network
and have been sending mass email to

Acwinnd 11Q lavmalbare! attentinn tn

Filner acknowledges that while
current law requires the Department
Veterans Affairs to provide care for
service members who had their boots
on the ground, it ““ignores veterans that
served in the blue waters and the blue
skies of Vietnam.”

“Time is running out for these Viet-
nam veterans. Many are dying from
their Agent Orange related diseases,
uncompensated for their sacrifice,”
Filner said ina press statement.

“Thereisstilla chance forAmericato
meet its obligations to these estimated
800,000 noble veterans. The courts
have tumed their backs on our_vete-,

ans, but [ believe this Congm s\\l"gé
allows watarans tn ha % A\LQ ..t\“‘ 1
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Contaminated site
in AAFB identifiec

as trichloroethylene (TCE) and perchloroet
(PCE), as well as lead, toluene, metals and dioxins.
The ATSDR, released last month, contains sum-
mary reports on 39 areas that have been evaluated
for possible inclusion in the Air Force Center for
Environmental Excellence’s Installation Restoration
Program, also known as the Superfund cleanup.
Sites that have been evaluated by the Department

By Mar-Vic Cagurangan
marvic@mvguam.com
Variety News Staff

THE Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Reg-
istry has identified several areas inside the Anders-
en Air Force Base and former military facilities in
neighboring villages that remain contaminated.
The evaluation detected all sorts of toxic sub-
stances including chlorinated hydrocarbons such

SITES continued on page 2

site” because No production tfary base.

well exists in the area and that
the detected contaminants were
found outside of the groundwa-
ter protection zone.

TCE, PCE and dioxins were
also detected in  several oth-
er sites including former drum
storage areas in the northwes!
of AAFB. affecting the ground-
water and soil. The ATSDR.

e — A

pase between 1950s and 1970s.

A

PPage 2
SKID Kid bags 1st
prize

s are believed to have been stored at Andersen Air For@

Drum's aifegedly containing Agent Orange and other herbicide Photo courtesy of Van Sanderso’
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Agent Urange on Guam confirmed

By Mar-Vic Cagurangan

Variety News Staff
RETIRED airmen and former
federal employees detailed at
Andersen Air Force Base con-
firmed yesterday that drums
of Agent Orange and other
toxic herbicides were stored and

sprayed on Guam from early
1960s until late 1990s.

They deplored that despite
several proofs of Agent Orange
use on island, the federal gov-
ernment has never given veter-
ans on Guam due attention.

“1 served in the Air Force for

21 years and I don’t like the way
we are being treated. We’re just
being put on the side.” retired
airman Gregorio Perez said at
yesterday’s public hearing on
Resolution 95.

Resolution 95 urges Congress-
woman Madeleine Bordalio to

“Herbicides were stored at
Andersen and federal employ-
ees were the ones who moved
these drums.” Cruz said.

“The law is specific that you
had to be in Vietnam during the
conflict in order to qualify for the
program. But here were people
who handled these herbicides
and were directly exposed but
they were here on Guam.” Cruz
said.

“We were storing containers of
Agent Orange in the warehouse.
Once a month, they sprayed her-
bicides in the perimeter fence at
Andersen. | could smell it.” Ar-
riola recalled.

“l worked there from 1965
to 1996 and I never knew that
it was dangerous and that it
was cancer-causing. Had we
known how dangerous it was.

~We would have used proper

Retired airman Antonio Amrio-  gear to handle it.™ Arriola said

la. who served in the Air Force
for 30 years and assigned at the
supply section. said Air Force

at the public hearing.
Another veteran, Joe Qui-
nata, said the residential com-

tions might have aiso been ex-
posed to the toxic chemicals.

“When they were spraying
it in the 1960s. 1 couid smell
these herbicides. There’s no real
boundary between NCS and the
Andersen property, so there’s a
possibility that the civilian com-
munity was also subjected to the
poisoning.” Quinata said.

Former civil engineer Pete
Mendiola said it would be fair
for Guam civilian employees
who worked on base to be in-
cluded in the federal compensa-
tion program.

seek amendment to congressio-
nal bill HR 972 to include Guam
in the compensation program for
those suffering from ilinesses
and disabilities as a result of their
exposure to Agent Orange.

AGENT continued on page 2

- —— e

We were exposed to Agent Or-
ange. t00,” Mendiola said. “If
anybody should be paid. it's
the civil engineers. We did
maintenance on base.”

Cruz said several veterans and
federal employees have been af-
flicted with different types of ill-
nesses such as diabetes. Some of
them have passed away purport-
edly as a result of their exposure
to Agent Orange.

However. Cruz acknowl-
edged the difficulty in proving
that one’s illness was caused by
exposure to herbicides because

~

rce veteran Robert Burgett
d another unidentified airman,
10se claims for benefits were
th granted by the Board of the
‘terans” Appeals after it was
termined that their disabilities
d ilinesses resulted from their
posure to Agent Orange when
1y were stationed at AAFB.

*Because it has already been
termined that members of the
ned forces during the Viet-
m War era were exposed to
rent Orange while stationed

Guam and they are being

compensated for their disability
or death.” the resolution states.
“it is only fair and just that the
civilian employees of the fed-
eral government physically
present on Guam be included
in HR 972 so that they can be
compensated if there is service
connection for illness or death
due to herbicide exposure.”

The resolution was intro-
duced by Sens. Tina Muna
Barnes. D-Mangilao. Ben
Pangelinan. D-Barrigada. and
Minority Leader Judi Won Pat.
D-Malojloj.
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Agent Orange
resolution OK'd

By Mar-Vic Cagurangan

variety News Staff
SENATORS  ypanimously
passed yesterday a resolution
demanding the inclusion of
Guam in the proposed feder-
al compensation program for
civilianemployees suffering
from illnesses and
disabilities as a re-
sult of their exposure
to Agent Orange.

Resolution 95 urg-
es Congresswoman
Madeleine  Bordallo
to seek amendment
to congressional

bill HR 972 so that Judi Won Pat

nonmilitary personnel who
were detailed at Andersen
Air Force Base during the
Vietnam conflict could be
duly compensated for their
medical condition caused
by their eXposure to toxic
chemicals.

HR 972. also known as
the “Civilian Agent Orange
Act.” establishes the Agent
Orange Illness Compen-
sation Fund and sets the
compensation  amount  at
$100.000. payable either to
the employee or his or her

eligible survivor,

“The resolution is asking
Congress to include civilian
contractors who were work-
ing for the Department of
Defense at Andersen Air
Force Base in the program.
This will apply to indi-
viduals who were
working at Andersen
during the period be-
tween January 1962
and May 1975 said
Minority Leader Judi
won Pat., D-Malojloj.
coauthor of Resolu-

tion 95.
Retired  airmen
and federal employees

confirmed on Monday that
Agent Orange and other
herbicides were stored and
sprayed on Guam between
early 1960s and late 1990s.

At yesterday's session.
the Legislature also ap-
proved Resolution 96 au-
thorizing the restoration
and rehabilitation of the
old Congress building in
Hagatna. one of Guam's
historical structures listed
on the National Register of
Historic Places.
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select companies are qualified to sell and service the

System, which eliminates the colony(s) — safely with continuous monitoring.

NO MORE COLONY. NO MORE PROBLEM."

N( NO KA 0] <2Sentricon

Termite & Pest Control (Guam), Inc.
ool “Think How Can, Not No Can”

W

Offering a fullvange of pest control services:
» Drywood Termite Tent Fumigation e Termite Inspection Report

o Pre-Construction Soil
Termite Treatment

GUAM OFFICE Te:: (671)734-1773 © Email: info@nkoguam.com

SAIPAN OFFICE Tel: (670)322-BUGS(2847) / 233-PEST(7378) Email: nkospn@pticom.com
www.nokaoiguam.com

Colony Elimination Termite Bait System

o Ground Termite Treatment
e Furniture Fumigation

A Drug-free Company




News tip hot line:
Call 475-NEWS
e-mail: news@guampdn.com

Duane M. George, 4790414
dmgeorge@guampdn.com
Assistant local news editor:
Carlos B. Pangelinan, 4790406

cbpangelinan@guampdn.com

| Act would
 compensate

those exposed

By Brett Kelman

| Paaﬁc Daily News
bmkebﬂan@guampdn. com

1 About a dozen residents testified
ataGuam Leg;j public hear-
ing yesterday to aresolution
that would elicit compensation for
military employees who were €x-
posed to Agent Orange, a toXic Sub-
stance used during the Viemam War.

The Iﬁgislatum will vote on the

bill during its next session. Ifit pass-

 es, the Legiislature will request that
Guam Delegate Madeleine Bordal-

| “Civilian Agent Orange Act of
2007,” which compensates civilian
employees who were exposed to

the herbicide while working in Viet-
nam.
The amendment would change
the act t0include employees on
MAMIERATICE on me Weegrouna Guam also.
equipment and insgll iew under- | Mamny Crug, the local American
gl'O‘md priumary ]ms mto new Federation. of Gowi emment Employ-
underground conduits. ecs Union president, said the evi-

lo pursui€ an amendment 10 the .

Frank Lizama/For Pacific Daily News

Testimony? Vicente Garido delivers impassioned testimony while holding up a newspaper ar-
ficle about foxins poisoning fish. He and several others offered testimony at a legislative public
hearing in support of Bill 95, which seeks to request Guam’s Delegate to Congress to amend the
“Civilian Agent Orange Act of 2007 to include Guam.




Suite 503, Bank of Guam Building

B ERMAN 111 Chalan Santo Papa
Hagatfia, Guam 96910

LAW FIRM Tele. 671-477-2778
Attorneys at Law Fax 671-477-4366

Website: www.pacificlawyers.law
Email. mjberman@pacificlawyers.law

July 27, 2023

Via Hand-Delivery

Senator Jesse A. Lujan
37t Guam Legislature
259 Martyr St., Suite 101A, Calvo-Arriola Building
Hagatna, Guam 96910

Re: Agent Orange

Dear Senator Lujan,

Please find attached copies of pictures provided to me by Mr. Pedro Taitano.
This picture was taken at Andersen Air Force Base (“AAFB”) after Typhoon Karen
while Mr. Taitano was in the U.S. Marines, stationed in Hawaii, when he volunteered
and agreed to travel to Guam on military orders to assist with the cleanup at AAFB
after Typhoon Karen.

Mr. Taitano will testify at the public hearing on July 31, 2023, as to his personal
sighting of these Agent Orange barrels at AAFB. He was physically present and
observing when this picture was taken.

Very tyuly ppurs,

pe

Michael J. Berman

Enclosures

\\SHARESERVER) share', wpdocs2\, M]B\ Agent Orange\ CORRESPONDENCE\Senator Jesse Lujan.doc

NN
A Member of PAC| FIC

An Affiliation of Law Firms Serving the Pacific with Offices in Guam. Hawaii. Manila. Marshall Islands. Micronesia. Saipan.
www.pacificlawyers.law
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CONFIDENTIAL QUESTIONNAIRE REGARDING CIVILIAM EXPOSURE TO
AGENT ORNAGE ON GUAM OR ELSEWHERE

This form is applicable only to non-veterans.

Full Name and Mailing Address:

If you believe you were exposed to Agent Orange or other tactical herbicides (the kind
used in Vietnam), please provide full details: When, where and the circumstances of
your exposure or exposures? Attach additional pages if needed.
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The military acknowledges that it routinely used commercially available herbicides on Ay }/
the military bases on Guam. Why do you think you were exposed to Agent Orange as
opposed to a commercially avallable her icide?
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Not Sugar Skull

Not Sugar Skull

Not Sugar Skull

Not Sugar Skull

Not Sugar Skull


Agent Orange was stored in 55-gallon drums with an Orange stripe around the middle
of the drum. Did you ever see one of these drums?

Yes No

&

If yes, where and when did you see the drum or drums?

L S  LULEATY of DRuntS . MOST_HIELE
LENKS— HUSED " AS oK a7 GLHILS « 77 (S
MY JGE IEE Sotle OF THESE DEdMs e
LIELT AS NOT _DATTBIED AEESCrDES AN
OTHERS __ (HERW (LS

Did you have any effects to you shortly after your exposure to Agent Orange? If so,
please describe those effects, when and where they occurred, whether you reported
those effects to anyone and if so, who?

..

A Ans ZiDER ot D [ DEEAOPE?) B SEVELE
CASE 2= CHROPACNIE_ A M LI5S EF5T. AND
CLL ., s s TREHTE) A7 TAHE OGASE
TPLEPEASLEG | 12085 G LEAD) WBRICILS CREFNS
1L LETH Srbé  SHEdzioNT .

Were you a civilian employee of the federal government at the time of your exposure to
Agent Orange?
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If yes, did you file a claim under the federal worker’s compensation law for the harm
caused by the exposure to Agent Orange? If so, what was the result of that claim?
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Attached is a list of 17 diseases or conditions which have been associated with exposure
to Agent Orange. Have you been medically diagnosed with one or more of these
diseases or conditions?

Yes No

If yes, please provide details as to the disease or condition, when it was diagnosed, the
treatment you have received, your present condition, and any disability resulting from
that disease or condition. Attach additional pages if needed.
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When did you first suspect that your disease or condition was caused by your exposure
to Agent Orange, and why did you suspect that?
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Have you been advised by your doctor or other qualified medical person that in their
opinion your disease or condition is more probably than not a result of your exposure
to Agent Orange? If so, please state the name of the person so advising you, and when
you received this advice. Please attach a copy of any writing containing such advice.
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If you have not received a medical diagnosis that your disease or condition is, more
probably than not, a result of your exposure to Agent Orange, you will need to request
your treating doctor or other qualified medical person whether, in their opinion, that is
the case. Will it be possible for you to do so? If not, why not?
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I MINA'BENTE NUEBI NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN
2007 (FIRST) Regular Session

Resolution No%%5 (EC)

Introduced by: T.R. Muna Barneg

' v.C. pangelinaﬁf
I.T. WonPa‘_l}%

Relative to requesting that Guam’s Delegate to
Congress seek an amendment to include Guam in H.R. -
972, the “Civilian Agent Orange Act of 2007,” which
seeks to provide compensation for those individuals <~
who were employees of the Federal Government or m
contractor employees of the Department of Defense ..
during the Vietnam conflict, and suffered disability or - -
death from exposure to Agent Orange, in the same
manner as compensation is presently provided to\
veterans of military service who received exposure to

the deadly herbicide; and to expressing the support of I
Mina'Bente Nuebi Na Liheslaturan Gudhan for the
purpose of H.R. 972.

)
3
~J
)

3

[

BE IT RESOLVED BY I MINA'BENTE NUEBI NA LIHESLATURAN
GUAHAN: |

WHEREAS, existing Federal law provides for a presumption of
exposure and compensation to Agent Orange only for veterans who served
in Vietnam; and

WHEREAS, under Veterans Administration (VA) regulations,
whenever it can be established that a veteran has been exposed to certain
herbicide agents during military service, regardless of the place of
exposure, the veteran qualifies for a presumption of service connection for
any disease that VA recognizes as being associated with such exposure;
and
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WHEREAS, It has been established that several veterans who had
been stationed at Andersen Air Force Base (AAFB) in Guam during the
Vietnam era had been exposed to Agent Orange and these individuals
were later awarded full compensation for their illnesses; and

WHEREAS, among the rulings that have included veterans who had
been stationed in Guam is an October 25, 2005 ruling by Veterans Law
Judge Robert E. Sullivan, Board of Veterans Appeals, who granted benefits
to a Veteran who had been stationed at AAFB for a service connection for
diabetes mellitus secondary to herbicide (Agent Orange) exposure; and

WHEREAS, in addition, the VA has also acknowledged the illness of
Air Force veteran Robert L. Burgett who was granted full benefits on
March 17, 2007 for his exposure to Agent Orange while he was stationed at
AAFB; and

WHEREAS, existing Federal legislation provides compensation for
those in the military service who suffered disability or death because of
exposure to Agent Orange, but the law does not cover civilian employees,
some of whom have also been exposed; and

WHEREAS, H.R. 972, the “Civilian Agent Orange Act of 2007,” was
introduced in the 110" Congress on February 8, 2007 to address this
omission and proposes to provide compensation for those individuals who
were employees of the Federal Government or contractor employees of the
Department of Defense during the Vietnam conflict, and suffered disability
or death because of exposure to Agent Orange; and

WHEREAS, as written, H.R. 972 allows for compensation for
exposed civilian employees during the Vietnam conflict who were present
in the Republic of Vietnam during the period beginning January 9, 1962,

and ending on May 7, 1975, or in or near the Korean demilitarized zone
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during the period beginning September 1, 1967, and ending on August 31,
1971, and Guam is not included in the present language of the bill; and

WHEREAS, because it has already been determined that members of
the armed forces during the Vietnam era were exposed to Agent Orange
while stationed in Guam and they are being compensated for their
disability or death, it is only fair and just that the civilian employees of the
Federal Government physically present in Guam who were also exposed to
Agent Orange be included in H.R. 972 so that they can be compensated if
there is a service connection for illness or death due to herbicide (Agent
Orange) exposure; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that I Mina’'Bente Nuebi Na Liheslaturan Gudhan does
hereby, on behalf of the people of Guam, request that the Honorable
Madeleine Z. Bordallo, Guam’s Delegate to Congress, seek an amendment
for H.R. 972, the “Civilian Agent Orange Act of 2007,” to include Guam in
this legislation that seeks to provide compensation for those individuals
who were employees of the Federal Government or contractor employees
of the Department of Defense in Guam during the Vietnam conflict, and
suffered disability or death from exposure to Agent Orange; and be it
further

RESOLVED, that I Mina'Bente Nuebi Na Liheslaturan Gudhan does
hereby, on behalf of the people of Guam, does hereby express its support
for the purpose of H.R. 972 which intends to correct an omission that may
have seriously affected the health and lives of thousands of Americans who
supported our government and troops as civilian workers; and be it further

RESOLVED), that the Speaker and the Chairperson of the Executive
Committee of I Mina'Bente Nuebi Na Liheslaturan Gudhan attest to the
adoption hereof, and that copies of the same be thereafter transmitted to

the Honorable Congressman John Conyers, Jr. of Michigan, Chairman,
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Committee on the Judiciary, United States House of Representatives; to the
Honorable Congressman Lamar S. Smith of Texas, Ranking Member,
Committee on the Judiciary, United States House of Representatives; to the
author of H.R. 972, the Honorable Congressman Robert Wexler of Florida,
United States House of Representatives; to the Honorable George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America; to the Honorable Madeleine Z.
Bordallo, Member of Congress, U. S. House of Representatives; and to the
Honorable Felix P. Camacho, I Maga‘lahen Gudhan.

DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED BY I MINA’BENTE NUEBI NA
LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN ON THIS DAY OF 2007.
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Public Law 117-168
117th Congress

An Act
To improve the Iraq and Afghanistan Service Grant and the Children of Fallen Aug. 10, 2022
Heroes Grant. [S. 3373]
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled, Sergeant First
Class Heath
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; REFERENCES TO TITLE 38, UNITED STATES Rcbinson
CODE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. Honoring our
Promise to

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as the “Sergeant Adgress
First Class Heath Robinson Honoring our Promise to Address Com- Comprehensive
preheniive Toxics Act of 2022” or the “Honoring our PACT Act E?;BCZSZAW
of 20227, 38 USC 101 note.
(b) MATTERS RELATING TO AMENDMENTS TO TITLE 38, UNITED
STATES CODE.—
(1) REFERENCES.—Except as otherwise expressly provided,
when in this Act an amendment or repeal is expressed in
terms of an amendment to, or repeal of, a section or other
provision, the reference shall be considered to be made to
a section or other provision of title 38, United States Code.
(2) AMENDMENTS TO TABLES OF CONTENTS.—Except as 38 USC 101 note
otherwise expressly provided, when an amendment made by prec,
this Act to title 38, United States Code, adds a section or 38301’“’&’ 701
larger organizational unit to that title or amends the designa- Il)loi’prec., 1301
tion or heading of a section or larger organizational unit in prec,
that title, that amendment also shall have the effect of 5100 prec, 7101
amending any table of sections in that title to alter the table Fgoc o 0.
to conform to the changes made by the amendment. prec. prec.
(c) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of contents for this Act
is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; references to title 38, United States Code; table of contents.
TITLE I—EXPANSION OF HEALTH CARE ELIGIBILITY

Subtitle A—Toxic-exposed Veterans

Sec. 101. Short title.

Sec. 102. Definitions relating to toxic-exposed veterans.

Sec. 103. Expansion of health care for specific categories of toxic-exposed veterans
and veterans supporting certain overseas contingency operations.

Sec. 104. Assessments of implementation and operation.

Subtitle B—Certain Veterans of Combat Service and Other Matters
Sec. 111. Expansion of period of eligibility for health care for certain veterans of
combat service.
TITLE II—TOXIC EXPOSURE PRESUMPTION PROCESS

Sec. 201. Short title.
Sec. 202. Improvements to ability of Department of Veterans Affairs to establish
presumptions of service connection based on toxic exposure.
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Sec. 203. Outreach to claimants for disability compensation pursuant to changes in

presumptions of service connection.

Sec. 204. Reevaluation of claims for dependency and indemnity compensation in-

volving presumptions of service connection.

TITLE III—-IMPROVING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SERVICE CONNECTION

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

301.
302.
303.

401.

402.

403.
404.

405.
406.
407.

501.
502.

503.
504.
505.
506.

507.
508.
509.

510.

PROCESS FOR TOXIC-EXPOSED VETERANS

Short title.
Presumptions of toxic exposure.
Medical nexus examinations for toxic exposure risk activities.

TITLE IV—PRESUMPTIONS OF SERVICE CONNECTION

Treatment of veterans who participated in cleanup of Enewetak Atoll as
radiation-exposed veterans for purposes of presumption of service con-
nection of certain disabilities by Department of Veterans Affairs.

Treatment of veterans who participated in nuclear response near
Palomares, Spain, or Thule, Greenland, as radiation-exposed veterans
for purposes of presumption of service connection of certain disabilities
by Department of Veterans Affairs.

Presumptions of service connection for diseases associated with exposures
to certain herbicide agents for veterans who served in certain locations.

Addition of additional diseases associated with exposure to certain herbi-
cide agents for which there is a presumption of service connection for
veterans who served in certain locations.

Improving compensation for disabilities occurring in Persian Gulf War
veterans.

Presumption of service connection for certain diseases associated with ex-
posure to burn pits and other toxins.

Rule of construction.

TITLE V—RESEARCH MATTERS

Interagency working group on toxic exposure research.

Analysis and report on treatment of veterans for medical conditions re-
lated to toxic exposure.

Analysis relating to mortality of veterans who served in Southwest Asia.

Study on health trends of post—9/11 veterans.

Study on cancer rates among veterans.

Study on health effects of waste related to Manhattan Project on certain
veterans.

Study on toxic exposure and mental health outcomes.

Study on veterans in Territories of the United States.

Depart}rlnent of Veterans Affairs public website for toxic exposure re-
search.

Report on health effects of jet fuels used by Armed Forces.

TITLE VI-IMPROVEMENT OF RESOURCES AND TRAINING REGARDING

Sec

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

. 601.
602.

603.
604.

701.
702.
703.
704.

705.
706.

TOXIC-EXPOSED VETERANS

Short title; definitions.

Publication of list of resources of Department of Veterans Affairs for
toxic-exposed veterans and veterans who report toxic exposures and out-
reach program for such veterans and caregivers and survivors of such
veterans.

Incorporation of toxic exposure screening for veterans.

Training for personnel of the Department of Veterans Affairs with respect
to veterans who report toxic exposures.

TITLE VII—RESOURCING

Authority to use appropriations to enhance claims processing capacity
and automation.

Authorization of major medical facility leases of Department of Veterans
Affairs for fiscal year 2023.

Tre&tment of major medical facility leases of the Department of Veterans
Affairs.

Authority to enter into agreements with academic affiliates and other en-
tities to acquire space for the purpose of providing health-care resources
to veterans.

Mgt@fiﬁcations to enhanced-use lease authority of Department of Veterans

airs.

Authority for joint leasing actions of Department of Defense and Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.
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Sec. 707. Appropriation of amounts for major medical facility leases.

TITLE VIII—-RECORDS AND OTHER MATTERS

Sec. 801. Epidemiological study on Fort McClellan veterans.

Sec. 802. Biennial briefing on Individual Longitudinal Exposure Record.

Sec. 803. Correction of exposure records by members of the Armed Forces and vet-
erans.

Sec. 804. Federal cause of action relating to water at Camp Lejeune, North Caro-

lina.

Sec. 805. Cost of War Toxic Exposures Fund.

Sec. 806. Appropriation for fiscal year 2022.

Sec. 807. Authorization of electronic notice in claims under laws administered by
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

Sec. 808. Burn pit transparency.

TITLE IX—IMPROVEMENT OF WORKFORCE OF DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS

Sec. 901. National rural recruitment and hiring plan for Veterans Health Adminis-
tration.

Sec. 902. Authority to buy out service contracts for certain health care professionals
in exchange for employment at rural or highly rural facilities of Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.

Sec. 903. Qualifications for human resources positions within Department of Vet-
erans Affairs and plan to recruit and retain human resources employees.

Sec. 904. Modification of pay cap for certain employees of Veterans Health Admin-
istration.

Sec. 905. Expansion of opportunities for housekeeping aides.

Sec. 906. Modification of authority of the Secretary of Veterans Affairs relating to
hours, conditions of employment, and pay for certain employees of Vet-
erans Health Administration.

Sec. 907. Waiver of pay limitation for certain employees of Department of Veterans
Affairs.

Sec. 908. Elimination of limitation on awards and bonus for employees of Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.

Sec. 909. Additional authority of the Secretary of Veterans Affairs relating to re-
cruitment and retention of personnel.

TITLE I—EXPANSION OF HEALTH CARE  conceding 0ur
ELIGIBILITY Kot Now
I%T%%essitating

Subtitle A—Toxic-exposed Veterans Training Act of
2022.

SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE. 38 USC 101 note.

This title may be cited as the “Conceding Our Veterans’ Expo-
sure Now and Necessitating Training Act of 2022” or the “COV-
ENANT Act of 2022”.

SEC. 102. DEFINITIONS RELATING TO TOXIC-EXPOSED VETERANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1710(a)(2)(F) is amended by striking 38 USC 1710.
“who was exposed to a toxic substance, radiation, or other condi-
tions, as provided in subsection (e)” and inserting “who is a toxic-
exposed veteran, in accordance with subsection (e)”.

(b) DEFINITIONS OF ToXiC EXPOSURE AND TOXIC-EXPOSED VET-
ERAN.—Section 101 is amended by adding at the end the following
new paragraphs:

“(37) The term ‘toxic exposure’ includes the following:

“(A) A toxic exposure risk activity, as defined in section
1710(e)(4) of this title.

“(B) An exposure to a substance, chemical, or airborne
halzard identified in the list under section 1119(b)(2) of this
title.

“(38) The term ‘toxic-exposed veteran’ means any veteran
described in section 1710(e)(1) of this title.”.



136 STAT. 1762 PUBLIC LAW 117-168—AUG. 10, 2022

38 USC 1710.

Determination.

Deadlines.

(¢) DEFINITION OF Toxic EXPOSURE RISK ACTIVITY.—Section
1710(e)(4) is amended by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

“(C) The term ‘toxic exposure risk activity’ means any
activity—

“(i) that requires a corresponding entry in an exposure
tracking record system (as defined in section 1119(c) of
this title) for the veteran who carried out the activity;
or

“(ii) that the Secretary determines qualifies for pur-
poses of this subsection when taking into account what
is reasonably prudent to protect the health of veterans.”.

SEC. 103. EXPANSION OF HEALTH CARE FOR SPECIFIC CATEGORIES
OF TOXIC-EXPOSED VETERANS AND VETERANS SUP-
PORTING CERTAIN OVERSEAS CONTINGENCY OPER-
ATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—
(1) EXPANSION.—Subsection (e) of section 1710, as amended
by section 102(c), is further amended—
(A) in paragraph (1), by adding at the end the following
new subparagraphs:

“(G) Beginning not later than the applicable date specified
in paragraph (6), and subject to paragraph (2), a veteran who
participated in a toxic exposure risk activity while serving on active
duty, active duty for training, or inactive duty training is eligible
for hospital care (including mental health services and counseling),
medical services, and nursing home care under subsection (a)(2)(F)
for any illness.

“(H) Beginning not later than the applicable date specified
in paragraph (6), and subject to paragraph (2), a covered veteran
(as defined in section 1119(c) of this title) is eligible for hospital
care (including mental health services and counseling), medical
services, and nursing home care under subsection (a)(2)(F) for any
illness.

“I(H) Beginning not later than the applicable date specified
in paragraph (6), and subject to paragraph (2), a veteran who
deployed in support of a contingency operation specified in clause
(i1) is eligible for hospital care (including mental health services
and counseling), medical services, and nursing home care under
subsection (a)(2)(F) for any illness.

“(i1) A contingency operation specified in this clause is any
of the following:

“(I) Operation Enduring Freedom.
“(IT) Operation Freedom’s Sentinel.
“(III) Operation Iraqi Freedom.
“(IV) Operation New Dawn.
“(V) Operation Inherent Resolve.
“(VI) Resolute Support Mission.”; and
(B) in paragraph (2)(B)—
(1) by striking “or (F)” and inserting “(F), (G), (H),
or (I)”; and
(i) by striking “service or testing” and inserting
“service, testing, or activity”.
(2) PHASE IN.—Such subsection is further amended by
adding at the end the following new paragraph:



PUBLIC LAW 117-168—AUG. 10, 2022 136 STAT. 1763

“(6)(A) The Secretary shall determine the dates in subpara- Determination.
graphs (G), (H), and (I) of paragraph (1) as follows: Time periods.

“(1) October 1, 2024, with respect to a veteran described
in such subparagraph (G) or (H) who was discharged or released
from the active military, naval, air, or space service during
the period beginning on August 2, 1990, and ending on Sep-
tember 11, 2001.

“(i1) October 1, 2026, with respect to a veteran described
in such subparagraph (G) or (H) who was discharged or released
from the active military, naval, air, or space service during
the period beginning on September 12, 2001, and ending on
December 31, 2006.

“(ii1) October 1, 2028, with respect to a veteran described
in such subparagraph (G) or (H) who was discharged or released
from the active military, naval, air, or space service during
the period beginning on January 1, 2007, and ending on
December 31, 2012.

“(iv) October 1, 2030, with respect to a veteran described
in such subparagraph (G) or (H) who was discharged or released
from the active military, naval, air, or space service during
the period beginning on January 1, 2013, and ending on
December 31, 2018.

“(v) October 1, 2032, with respect to a veteran described
in such subparagraph (I).

“B)({) The Secretary may modify a date specified in subpara-
graph (A) to an earlier date, as the Secretary determines appro-
priate based on the number of veterans receiving hospital care,
medical services, and nursing home care under subparagraphs (G),
(H), and (I) of paragraph (1) and the resources available to the
Secretary.

“(i1) If the Secretary determines to modify a date under clause
(i), the Secretary shall—

“(I) notify the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate Notification.
and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Rep-
resentatives of the proposed modification; and

“(IT) publish such modified date in the Federal Register.”. Federal Register,
(b) OUTREACH PLANS.—With respect to each of clauses (i) publication.

through (v) of section 1710(e)(6)(A) of title 38, United States Code Bﬁ?i(gégfion
(as added by subsection (a)(2)), not later than 180 days before ’
the date specified in the clause (including a date modified pursuant

to such section), the Secretary shall submit to the Committee on

Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on Veterans’

Affairs of the House of Representatives a plan to conduct outreach

to the veterans described in the clause to notify such veterans

of their eligibility for hospital care, medical services, or nursing

home care under subparagraph (G), (H), or (I), of section 1710(e)(1)

of such title, as the case may be.

SEC. 104. ASSESSMENTS OF IMPLEMENTATION AND OPERATION. Deadlines.

38 USC 1710
(a) INITIAL RESOURCE ASSESSMENT AND REPORT.—Not later e

than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Determinations.
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall—
(1) complete an assessment to determine—
(A) the personnel and material resources necessary
to implement section 103 (including the amendments made
by such section); and
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(B) the total number of covered veterans, as such term
is defined in section 1119(c) of title 38, United States
Code (as added by section 302), who receive hospital care
or medical services furnished by the Secretary under
chapter 17 of such title, disaggregated by priority group
specified in section 1705(a) of such title; an
(2) submit to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the

Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House
of Representatives a report containing the findings of the
assessment completed under paragraph (1), including a specific
determination as to whether the Department has the personnel
and material resources necessary to implement section 103.
(b) INFORMATION SYSTEMS.—Not later than October 1, 2024,

the Secretary shall establish information systems to assess the
implementation of section 103, including the amendments made
by such section, and use the results of assessments under such
systems to inform the reports under subsection (c).

Time period.

Costs.

(c) ANNUAL REPORTS.—

(1) REPORTS.—Not later than October 1, 2025, and on an
annual basis thereafter until October 1, 2033, the Secretary
shall submit to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the
Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House
of Representatives a report on the following:

(A) The effect of the implementation of, and the provi-
sion and management of care under, section 103 (including
the amendments made by such section) on the demand
by veterans described in subparagraphs (G), (H), and (I)
of section 1710(e)(1) of title 38, United States Code (as
added by such section 103) for health care services fur-
nished by the Secretary.

(B) Any differing patterns of demand for health care
services by such veterans, disaggregated by factors such
as the relative distance of the veteran from medical facili-
ties of the Department and whether the veteran had pre-
viously received hospital care or medical services furnished
by the Secretary under chapter 17 of such title.

(C) The extent to which the Secretary has met such
demand.

(D) Any changes, during the year covered by the report,
in the delivery patterns of health care furnished by the
Secretary under chapter 17 of such title, and the fiscal
impact of such changes.

(2) MATTERS.—Each report under paragraph (1) shall
include, with respect to the year covered by the report, detailed
information on the following:

(A) The total number of veterans enrolled in the patient
enrollment system who, during such year, received hospital
care or medical services furnished by the Secretary under
chapter 17 of title 38, United States Code.

(B) Of the veterans specified in subparagraph (A), the
number of such veterans who, during the preceding three
fiscal years, had not received such care or services.

(C) With respect to the veterans specified in subpara-
graph (B), the cost of providing health care to such veterans
during the year covered by the report, shown in total
and disaggregated by—

(1) the level of care; and
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(ii)) whether the care was provided through the
Veterans Community Care Program.

(D) With respect to the number of veterans described
in subparagraphs (G), (H), and (I) of section 1710(e)(1)
of title 38, United States Code (as added by section 103),
the following (shown in total and disaggregated by medical
facility of the Department, as applicable):

(1) The number of such veterans who, during the
year covered by the report, enrolled in the patient
enrollment system.

(i1) The number of such veterans who applied for,
but were denied, such enrollment.

(ii1) The number of such veterans who were denied
hospital care or a medical service furnished by the
Secretary that was considered to be medically nec-
essary but not of an emergency nature.

(E) The numbers and characteristics of, and the type
and extent of health care furnished by the Secretary to,
veterans enrolled in the patient enrollment system (shown
in total and disaggregated by medical facility of the Depart-
ment).

(F) The numbers and characteristics of, and the type
and extent of health care furnished by the Secretary to,
veterans not enrolled in the patient enrollment system
(disaggregated by each class of eligibility for care under
section 1710 of title 38, United States Code, and further
shown as a total per class and disaggregated by medical
facility of the Department).

(G) The specific fiscal impact (shown in total and
disaggregated by geographic health care delivery areas)
of changes in the delivery patterns of health care furnished
by the Secretary under chapter 17 of such title as a result
of the implementation of section 103 (including the amend-
ments made by such section).

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) PATIENT ENROLLMENT SYSTEM.—The term “patient
enrollment system” means the patient enrollment system of
the Department of Veterans Affairs established and operated
under section 1705(a) of title 38, United States Code.

(2) VETERANS COMMUNITY CARE PROGRAM.—The term “Vet-
erans Community Care Program” means the program estab-
lished under section 1703 of title 38, United States Code.

Subtitle B—Certain Veterans of Combat
Service and Other Matters

SEC. 111. EXPANSION OF PERIOD OF ELIGIBILITY FOR HEALTH CARE
FOR CERTAIN VETERANS OF COMBAT SERVICE.

(a) EXPANDED PERIOD.—Section 1710(e)(3) is amended— 38 USC 1710.
(1) in subparagraph (A)—
(A) by striking “January 27, 2003” and inserting “Sep-
tember 11, 2001”; and
(B) by striking “five-year period” and inserting “10-
year period”;
(2) by amending subparagraph (B) to read as follows:
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“(B) With respect to a veteran described in paragraph

(1)(D) who was discharged or released from the active military,

naval, air, or space service after September 11, 2001, and

before October 1, 2013, but did not enroll to receive such
hospital care, medical services, or nursing home care under
such paragraph pursuant to subparagraph (A) before October

1, 2022, the one-year period beginning on October 1, 2022.”;

and

(3) by striking subparagraph (C).

(b) CLARIFICATION OF COVERAGE.—Section 1710(e)(1)(D) is
amended by inserting after “Persian Gulf War” the following:
“(including any veteran who, in connection with service during
such period, received the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal,
Service Specific Expeditionary Medal, Combat Era Specific Expedi-
tionary Medal, Campaign Specific Medal, or any other combat the-
ater award established by a Federal statute or an Executive order)”.

(c) OUTREACH PLAN.—Not later than December 1, 2022, the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall submit to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs of the House of Representatives a plan to conduct outreach
to veterans described in subparagraph (B) of section 1710(e)(3)
of title 38, United States Code, as amended by subsection (a)(2),
to notify such veterans of their eligibility for hospital care, medical
services, or nursing home care pursuant to such subparagraph.

(d) REPORT ON ENROLLMENTS.—Not later than January 30,
2024, the Secretary shall submit to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of
the House of Representatives a report identifying, with respect
to the one-year period beginning on October 1, 2022, the number
of veterans described in section 1710(e)(3)(B) of title 38, United
States Code, as amended by subsection (a)(2), who, during such
period, enrolled in the patient enrollment system of the Department
of Veterans Affairs established and operated under section 1705(a)
of such title.

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section and the amendments made
by this section shall take effect on October 1, 2022.

TITLE II—TOXIC EXPOSURE
PRESUMPTION PROCESS

SEC. 201. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the “Toxic Exposure in the American
Military Act of 2022 or the “TEAM Act of 2022”.

SEC. 202. IMPROVEMENTS TO ABILITY OF DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS TO ESTABLISH PRESUMPTIONS OF SERVICE
CONNECTION BASED ON TOXIC EXPOSURE.

(a) ADVISORY COMMITTEES, PANELS, AND BOARDS.—Chapter 11
is amended by adding at the end the following new subchapter:
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“SUBCHAPTER VII—DETERMINATIONS RELATING TO PRE- 38USC 1171
SUMPTIONS OF SERVICE CONNECTION BASED ON TOXIC prec.
EXPOSURE

“§1171. Procedures to determine presumptions of service 38USC1171.
connection based on toxic exposure; definitions

“(a) PROCEDURES.—The Secretary shall determine whether to
establish, or to remove, presumptions of service connection based
on toxic exposure pursuant to this subchapter, whereby—

“(1) under section 1172 of this title—

“(A) the Secretary provides—

“(i) public notice regarding what formal evalua- Notice.
tions the Secretary plans to conduct; and

“(ii) the public an opportunity to comment on the Public comment.
proposed formal evaluations;

“(B) the working group established under subsection Recommenda-
(b) of such section provides— tions.

“(i) advice to the Secretary on toxic-exposed vet-

erans and cases in which veterans who, during active

military, naval, air, or space service, may have experi-

enced a toxic exposure or their dependents may have

experienced a toxic exposure while the veterans were

serving in the active military, naval, air, or space
service;
“(i1) recommendations to the Secretary on correc-

tions needed in the Individual Longitudinal Exposure

Record to better reflect veterans and dependents

described in clause (i); and

“(iii) recommendations to the Secretary regarding

which cases of possible toxic exposure should be

reviewed,;

“(2) the Secretary provides for formal evaluations of such Evaluations.
recommendations under section 1173 of this title and takes
into account reports received by the Secretary from the National
Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine under section
1176 of this title; and

“(3) the Secretary issues regulations under section 1174 Regulations.
of this title.

“(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this subchapter:

“(1) The term ‘illness’ includes a disease or other condition
affecting the health of an individual, including mental and
physical health.

“(2) The term ‘Individual Longitudinal Exposure Record’
includes—

“(A) service records;

“(B) any database maintained by the Department of
Defense and shared with the Department of Veterans
Affairs to serve as a central portal for exposure-related
data that compiles, collates, presents, and provides avail-
able occupational and environmental exposure information
to support the needs of the Department of Defense and
the Department of Veterans Affairs; or

“(C) any successor system to a database described in
subparagraph (B).
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“§1172. Annual notice and opportunity for public comment

“(a) NoTICE REQUIRED.—(1)(A) Not less frequently than once
each year, the Secretary shall publish in the Federal Register
notice of the formal evaluations that the Secretary plans to conduct
pursuant to section 1173 of this title.

“B) Each notice published under subparagraph (A) shall
include, for each formal evaluation referred to in the notice, an
explanation as to why the military environmental exposures and
adverse health outcomes that are the subject of the formal evalua-
tion were chosen by the Secretary for formal evaluation under
section 1173 of this title.

“(2)(A) With each notice published under paragraph (1), the
Secretary shall seek public comment on the military environmental
exposures and adverse health outcomes that are the subject of
the formal evaluations referred to in the notice.

“(B) The Secretary shall—

“(i) consider all public comment received under subpara-
graph (A); and
“(ii) publish in the Federal Register a response to the

comments received under subparagraph (A).

“(3)A) For each notice published under paragraph (1), the
Secretary shall hold an open meeting for members of the public
to voice their comments in response to the notice.

“(B) To help evaluate presumptions of service connection, the
Secretary shall, not less frequently than quarterly, collaborate with,
partner with, and give weight to the advice of veterans service
organizations and such other stakeholders as the Secretary con-
siders appropriate.

“(4) Failure to include a military environmental exposure or
adverse health effect in a Federal Register notice published pursu-
ant to subsection (a) shall not preclude the Secretary from initiating
a formal evaluation of such exposure or health effect.

“(b) WORKING GROUP.—(1) The Secretary shall establish a
working group within the Department (in this section referred
to as the ‘Working Group’).

“(2) The Working Group shall include personnel of the Veterans
Health Administration and the Veterans Benefits Administration.

“(3) The Secretary shall consult with, and seek the advice
of, the Working Group with respect to cases in which—

“(A) a veteran may have, during active military, naval,
air, or space service, experienced a toxic exposure; or

“(B) a dependent of a veteran may have experienced a
toxic exposure during the active military, naval, air, or space
service of the veteran.

“(c) AsSESSMENTS.—(1) The Working Group shall assess cases
of the toxic exposure of veterans and their dependents that occurred
during active military, naval, air, or space service, including by
conducting ongoing surveillance and reviewing such exposure
described in scientific literature, media reports, information from
veterans, and information from Congress.

“(2) The assessments under paragraph (1) shall cover suspected
and known toxic exposures occurring during active military, naval,
air, or space service, including by identifying and evaluating new
and emerging toxic exposures that are not recognized under existing
presumptions of service connection.
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“(38) The Working Group may conduct an assessment under
paragraph (1) in response to a comment received under paragraph
(2) or (3) of subsection (a).

“(4) The Working Group shall, in consultation with the Sec- Consultation.
retary of Defense, on a periodic basis, assess the Individual Longitu-
dinal Exposure Record to ensure the accuracy of data collected.

“(d) DEVELOPMENT OF RECOMMENDATIONS.—(1) Following an Determination.
assessment of a case of the toxic exposure of veterans that occurred
during active military, naval, air, or space service under subsection
(c), or their dependents, the Working Group may develop a rec-
ommendation for formal evaluation under section 1173 of this title
to conduct a review of the health effects related to the case of
exposure if the Working Group determines that the research may
change the current understanding of the relationship between an
exposure to an environmental hazard and adverse health outcomes
in humans.

“(2) Upon receipt of evidence suggesting that previous findings
regarding the periods and locations of exposure covered by an
existing presumption of service connection are no longer supported,
the Working Group may nominate such evidence for formal evalua-
tion under section 1173 of this title to modify the periods and
locations.

“(e) REPORTS BY THE WORKING GROUP.—Not less frequently Time period.
than once each year, the Working Group shall submit to the Sec- Public
retary, the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate, and ﬁlefgggfrg‘r’fga_
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representatives, i;ons.
and make publicly available, a report on—

“(1) recommendations developed under subsection (d), if
any; and
“(2) recommendations for such legislative or administrative

action as the Working Group considers necessary for the

Working Group to be more effective in carrying out the require-

ments of this section.

“(f) RESPONSES BY SECRETARY.—In response to each report sub- Deadline.
mitted under subsection (e), the Secretary shall, not later than Evaluation.
30 days after receiving the report, initiate a formal evaluation
pursuant to section 1173 of this title.

“§$1173. Formal evaluation of recommendations Reviews.

. Determinations.
“(a) FORMAL EVALUATIONS.—The Secretary shall establish a 38 USC 1173

process to conduct a formal evaluation with respect to each rec-
ommendation made by the Working Group under section 1172 of
this title.

“(b) EVIDENCE, DATA, AND FACTORS.—The Secretary shall
ensure that each formal evaluation under subsection (a) covers
the following:

“(1) Scientific evidence, based on the review of available
scientific literature, including human, toxicological, animal, and
methodological studies, and other factors.

“(2) Claims data, based on the review of claim rate, grant
rate, and service connection prevalence, and other factors.

“(3) Other factors the Secretary determines appropriate,
such as—

“(A) the level of disability and mortality caused by
the health effects related to the case of toxic exposure
being evaluated;
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“(B) the quantity and quality of the information avail-
able and reviewed;

“(C) the feasibility of and period for generating relevant
information and evidence;

“(D) whether such health effects are combat- or deploy-
ment-related;

“(E) the ubiquity or rarity of the health effects; and

“(F) any time frame during which a health effect must
become manifest.

“(c) ConDpUCT OF EVALUATIONS.—(1) The Secretary shall ensure
that each formal evaluation under subsection (a)—

“(A) reviews scientific evidence in a manner that—

“(i) conforms to principles of scientific and data integ-
rity;
“@i1) is free from suppression or distortion of scientific
or technological findings, data, information, conclusions,
or technical results; and

“(B)({) evaluates the likelihood that a positive association
exists between an illness and a toxic exposure while serving
in the active military, naval, air, or space service; and

“(i1) assesses the toxic exposures and illnesses and deter-
mines whether the evidence supports a finding of a positive
association between the toxic exposure and the illness.

“(2) In carrying out paragraph (1)(B)(ii), a formal evaluation
under subsection (a) shall include reviewing all relevant data to
determine the strength of evidence for a positive association based
on the following four categories:

“(A) The ‘sufficient’ category, where the evidence is suffi-
cient to conclude that a positive association exists.

“(B) The ‘equipoise and above’ category, where the evidence
is sufficient to conclude that a positive association is at least
as likely as not, but not sufficient to conclude that a positive
association exists.

“(C) The ‘below equipoise’ category, where the evidence
is not sufficient to conclude that a positive association is at
least as likely as not, or is not sufficient to make a scientifically
informed judgment.

“(D) The ‘against’ category, where the evidence suggests
the lack of a positive association.

“(d) RECOMMENDATION FOR ESTABLISHING A PRESUMPTION OF
SERVICE CONNECTION.—Not later than 120 days after the date
on which a formal evaluation is commenced, the element of the
Department that conducts the evaluation shall submit to the Sec-
retary a recommendation with respect to establishing a presumption
of service connection for the toxic exposure and illness, or modifying
an existing presumption of service connection, covered by the
evaluation.

“§1174. Regulations regarding presumptions of service
connection based on toxic exposure

“(a) ActioN UPON RECOMMENDATION.—Not later than 160 days
after the date on which the Secretary receives a recommendation
to establish or modify a presumption of service connection under
section 1173 of this title—

“(1) if the Secretary determines, in the discretion of the

Secretary, that the presumption, or modification, is warranted,

the Secretary shall—



PUBLIC LAW 117-168—AUG. 10, 2022 136 STAT. 1771

“(A) commence issuing regulations in accordance with

the provisions of subchapter II of chapter 5 of title 5

(commonly referred to as the Administrative Procedures

Act) setting forth the presumption or commence revising

regulations to carry out such modification; and

“(B) include in such regulations any time frame during
which a health effect must become manifest; or

“(2) if the Secretary determines, in the discretion of the Federal Register,
Secretary, that the presumption, or modification, is not war- publication.
ranted, the Secretary shall publish in the Federal Register Notice.
a notice of the determination, including the reasons supporting
the determination.

“(b) REMOVAL OF PRESUMPTION.—(1)(A) The Secretary may—

“(1) issue a regulation to remove an illness from a presump-
tion of service connection previously established pursuant to
a regulation issued under subsection (a); and

“(ii) issue a regulation to remove a presumption of service
connection established pursuant to title IV of the Sergeant
First Class Heath Robinson Honoring our Promise to Address
Comprehensive Toxics Act of 2022 if the Secretary concludes
that evidence suggests the lack of a positive association between
the disease and the toxic exposure.

“(B) Under subparagraph (A)(ii), the Secretary shall not con-
sider the lack of evidence as sufficient to support a decision for
removal of a presumption.

“(2) Whenever an illness is removed from regulations pursuant
to paragraph (1), or the periods and locations of exposure covered
by a presumption of service connection are modified under sub-
section (a)—

“(A) a veteran who was awarded compensation under
chapter 11 of this title for such illness on the basis of the
presumption provided under such regulations before the effec-
tive date of the removal or modification shall continue to be
entitled to receive compensation on that basis;

“(B) a survivor of a veteran who was awarded dependency
and indemnity compensation under chapter 13 of this title
for the death of a veteran resulting from such illness on the
basis of such presumption shall continue to be entitled to
recgive dependency and indemnity compensation on such basis;
an

“(C) no veteran or survivor covered under subparagraph
(A) or (B) shall have their compensation reduced solely because
of the removal of an illness pursuant to paragraph (1).

“§1175. Authority to modify process; congressional oversight 38 USC 1175.

“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may modify the process under
which the working group established under subsection (b) of section
1172 of this title conducts assessments under such section, the
Secretary conducts formal evaluations under section 1173 of this
title, and issues regulations under section 1174 of this title if—

“(1) such evaluations cover the evidence, data, and factors
required by subsection (b) of such section 1173; and

“(2) a period of 180 days has elapsed following the date Time period.
on which the Secretary submits the notice under subsection

(b) regarding the modification.

“(b) NoTICE.—If the Secretary proposes to modify the process
under which the working group established under subsection (b)
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of section 1172 of this title conducts assessments under such section,
the process under which the Secretary conducts formal evaluations
under section 1173 of this title, or issues regulations under section
1174 of this title, the Secretary shall submit to the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs of the House of Representatives a notice of the proposed
modifications containing the following:

“(1) A description of the proposed modifications.

“(2) A description of any exceptions to the requirements
of such sections that are proposed because of limited available
scientific evidence, and a description of how such evaluations
will be conducted.

“§1176. Agreement with National Academies of Sciences,
Engineering, and Medicine concerning toxic expo-
sures

“(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section is to provide for
the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine
(in this section referred to as the ‘Academies’), an independent
nonprofit scientific organization with appropriate expertise that
is not part of the Federal Government, to review and evaluate
the available scientific evidence regarding associations between dis-
eases and toxic exposures.

“(b) AGREEMENT.—(1) The Secretary shall seek to enter into
a five-year agreement with the Academies to perform the services
covered by this section.

“(2) The Secretary shall seek to enter into an agreement
described in paragraph (1) not later than 60 days after the date
of the enactment of the Sergeant First Class Heath Robinson Hon-
oring our Promise to Address Comprehensive Toxics Act of 2022.

“(38) An agreement under this section may be extended in five-
year increments.

“(c) REVIEW OF SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE.—Under an agreement
between the Secretary and the Academies under this section, the
Academies shall review and summarize the scientific evidence, and
assess the strength thereof, concerning the association between
toxic exposures during active military, naval, air, or space service
and each disease suspected to be associated with such exposure
in the human population.

“(d) SCIENTIFIC DETERMINATIONS CONCERNING DISEASES.—For
each disease reviewed under subsection (c), the Academies shall
determine, to the extent that available scientific data permit mean-
ingful determinations—

“(1) whether an association exists between toxic exposures
and the occurrence of the disease, taking into account the
strength of the scientific evidence and the appropriateness of
the statistical and epidemiological methods used to detect the
association;

“(2) the increased risk of the disease among those reporting
toxic exposures during active military, naval, air, or space
service;

“(3) whether there exists a plausible biological mechanism
or other evidence of a positive association between the toxic
exposure and the occurrence of the disease; and

“(4) determine the strength of evidence for a positive
association based on categories furnished under section 1173
of this title.
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“(e) COOPERATION OF FEDERAL AGENCIES.—The head of each
relevant Federal agency, including the Secretary of Defense, shall
cooperate fully with the Academies in performing the services cov-
ered by this section.

“(f) RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ADDITIONAL SCIENTIFIC STUDIES.—
(1) Under an agreement between the Secretary and the Academies
under this section, the Academies shall make any recommendations
for additional scientific studies to resolve areas of continuing sci-
entific uncertainty relating to toxic exposures.

“(2) In making recommendations under paragraph (1), the Acad-
emies shall consider—

“(A) the scientific information that is available at the time
of the recommendation;

“(B) the value and relevance of the information that could
result from additional studies; and

“(C) the cost and feasibility of carrying out such additional
studies.

“(g) REPORTS.—(1)(A) Under an agreement between the Sec-
retary and the Academies under this section, not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of the Sergeant First Class
Heath Robinson Honoring our Promise to Address Comprehensive
Toxics Act of 2022, the Academies shall submit to the Secretary,
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate, and the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representatives an
initial report on the activities of the Academies under the agree-
ment.

“(B) The report submitted under subparagraph (A) shall include
the following:

“(i) The determinations described in subsection (d). Determinations.
“(i1) A full explanation of the scientific evidence and rea-

soning that led to such determinations.

“(ii1)) Any recommendations of the Academies under sub- Recommenda-
section (f). tions.

“(2) Under an agreement between the Secretary and the Acad- Time period.
emies under this section, not less frequently than once every two Update.
years after the date on which the initial report is submitted under
paragraph (1)(A), the Academies shall submit to the Secretary,
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate, and the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representatives an
updated report on the activities of the Academies under the agree-
ment.

“(h) ALTERNATIVE CONTRACT SCIENTIFIC ORGANIZATION.—(1) If
the Secretary is unable within the time period prescribed in sub-
section (b)(2) to enter into an agreement with the Academies for
the purposes of this section on terms acceptable to the Secretary,
the Secretary shall seek to enter into an agreement for the purposes
o}f; this section with another appropriate scientific organization
that—

“(A) is not part of the Federal Government;

“(B) operates as a not-for-profit entity; and

“(C) has expertise and objectivity comparable to that of
the Academies.

“(2) If the Secretary enters into an agreement with another
organization as described in paragraph (1), any reference in this
subchapter to the Academies shall be treated as a reference to
the other organization.”.

(b) REPORTS AND BRIEFINGS.—
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(1) REPORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than two years after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs shall submit to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
of the Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of
the House of Representatives a report on the implementa-
tion of, and recommendations for, subchapter VII of chapter
11 of title 38, United States Code, as added by subsection
(a).

(B) CoNSULTATION.—The Secretary shall develop the
report under subparagraph (A) in consultation with
organizations recognized by the Secretary for the represen-
tation of veterans under section 5902 of such title and
any other entity the Secretary determines appropriate.

(2) BRIEFING.—On a quarterly basis during the two-year
period beginning on the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall provide to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
of the House of Representatives a briefing on the implementa-
tion of subchapter VII of chapter 11 of such title, as added
by subsection (a).

(c) INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT.—

(1) AGREEMENT.—The Secretary shall seek to enter into
an agreement with the National Academies of Science,
Engineering, and Medicine (in this subsection referred to as
the “Academies”) before the date that is 90 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act to perform the services set
forth under paragraph (2).

(2) ASSESSMENT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Under an agreement between the
Secretary and the Academies under paragraph (1), the
Academies shall conduct an assessment of the implementa-
tion by the Department of Veterans Affairs of the process
established under subchapter VII of chapter 11 of title
38, United States Code, as added by subsection (a).

(B) ELEMENTS.—The assessment conducted under
subparagraph (A) shall include the following:

(1) An assessment of the Department’s implementa-

tion of the process established under subsection (a)

to determine whether the process is in accordance with

current scientific standards for assessing the link
between exposure to environmental hazards and the
development of health outcomes,

(ii) assess whether the criteria is fair and con-
sistent, and

(iii) provide recommendations for improvements to
the process.

(3) REPORT.—Not later than one year after the date on
which the Secretary enters into an agreement under paragraph
(1), the Secretary shall submit to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
of the House of Representatives a report on the findings of
the Academies pursuant to such agreement.

(4) ALTERNATIVE CONTRACT SCIENTIFIC ORGANIZATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary is unable within
the time period prescribed in paragraph (1) to enter into
an agreement with the Academies for the purposes of this
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subsection on terms acceptable to the Secretary, the Sec-
retary shall seek to enter into an agreement for the pur-
poses of this subsection with another appropriate scientific
organization that—

(1) is not part of the Federal Government;

(ii) operates as a not-for-profit entity; and

(iii) has expertise and objectivity comparable to

that of the Academies.

(B) TREATMENT.—If the Secretary enters into an agree-
ment with another organization as described in subpara-
graph (A), any reference in this subsection to the Academies
of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine shall be treated
as a reference to the other organization.

(d) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Chapter 11 is amended— Determinations.

(1) in section 1116— 38 USC 1116.

(A) by striking subsections (b), (c), (d), and (e);

(B) by inserting after subsection (a) the following new
subsection (b):

“(b) The Secretary shall ensure that any determination made Assessments.
on or after the date of the enactment of the Sergeant First Class
Heath Robinson Honoring our Promise to Address Comprehensive
Toxics Act of 2022 regarding a presumption of service connection
based on exposure to an herbicide agent under this section is
made pursuant to subchapter VII of this chapter, including with
respect to assessing reports received by the Secretary from the
National Academy of Sciences under section 3 of the Agent Orange
Act of 1991 (Public Law 102—4).”; and

(C) by redesignating subsection (f) as subsection (c);
(2) in section 1116B(b)(2)(A), by inserting “pursuant to

subchapter VII of this chapter,” before “the Secretary deter-

mines”; and
(3) in section 1118—

(A) by striking subsections (b) through (e); and

(B) by inserting after subsection (a) the following new
subsection (b):

“(b) The Secretary shall ensure that any determination made
on or after the date of the enactment of the Sergeant First Class
Heath Robinson Honoring our Promise to Address Comprehensive
Toxics Act of 2022 regarding a presumption of service connection
based on a toxic exposure under this section is made pursuant
to subchapter VII of this chapter.”.

SEC. 203. OUTREACH TO CLAIMANTS FOR DISABILITY COMPENSATION
PURSUANT TO CHANGES IN PRESUMPTIONS OF SERVICE

CONNECTION.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter VI of chapter 11 is amended 38USC 1101
by adding at the end the following new section: prec.

“§1167. Outreach pursuant to changes in presumptions of 38 USC 1167.
service connection

“(a) IN GENERAL.—Whenever a law, including through a regula-
tion or Federal court decision or settlement, establishes or modifies
a presumption of service connection, the Secretary shall—

“(1) identify all claims for compensation under this chapter
that—
“(A) were submitted to the Secretary;
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“(B) were evaluated and denied by the Secretary before
thed date on which such provision of law went into effect;
an

“(C) might have been evaluated differently had the
est;blishment or modification been applicable to the claim;
an
“(2) pursuant to subsection (b), conduct outreach to the

claimants.

“(b) OUTREACH.—(1) The Secretary shall conduct outreach to
inform claimants identified under subsection (a) that they may
submit a supplemental claim in light of the establishment or modi-
fication of a presumption of service connection described in sub-
section (a).

“(2) Outreach under paragraph (1) shall include the following:

“(A) The Secretary shall publish on the internet website
of the Department a notice that such veterans may elect to
file a supplemental claim.

“(B) The Secretary shall notify, in writing or by electronic
means, veterans service organizations of the ability of such
veterans to file a supplemental claim.

“(C) The Secretary shall contact each claimant identified
under subsection (a) in the same manner that the Department
last provided notice of a decision.”.

(b) APPLICATION.—Section 1167 of title 38, United States Code,
as added by subsection (a), shall apply with respect to presumptions
of service connection established or modified on or after the date
of the enactment of this Act, including pursuant to amendments
made by this Act.

(¢) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section shall be
construed as—

(1) modifying the obligations of the Department of Veterans
Affairs under Federal court decisions or settlements in effect
as of the date of the enactment of this Act; or

(2) requiring a retroactively applied effective date of a
supplemental claim earlier than the date a presumption of
service connection is established or modified.

SEC. 204. REEVALUATION OF CLAIMS FOR DEPENDENCY AND INDEM-
NITY COMPENSATION INVOLVING PRESUMPTIONS OF
SERVICE CONNECTION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter I of chapter 13 is amended by
adding at the end the following new section:

“§1305. Reevaluation of dependency and indemnity com-
pensation determinations pursuant to changes in
presumptions of service connection

“(a) REEVALUATION.—Whenever a law, including through a
regulation or Federal court decision or settlement, establishes or
modifies a presumption of service connection, the Secretary shall—

“(1) identify all claims for dependency and indemnity com-
pensation under this chapter that—

“(A) were submitted to the Secretary;

“(B) were evaluated and denied by the Secretary before
the(:i date on which such provision of law went into effect;
an

“(C) might have been evaluated differently had the
establishment or modification been applicable to the claim;
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“(2) allow for the reevaluation of such claims at the election
of the claimant; and
“(3) notwithstanding section 5110 of this title, with respect

to claims approved pursuant to such reevaluation, provide com-

pensation under this chapter effective as if the establishment

or modification of the presumption of service connection had

been in effect on the date of the submission of the original

claim described in paragraph (1).

“(b) OUTREACH.—(1) The Secretary shall conduct outreach to
inform relevant claimants that they may elect to have a claim
be reevaluated in light of the establishment or modification of
a presumption of service connection described in subsection (a).

“(2) Outreach under paragraph (1) shall include the following:

“(A) The Secretary shall publish on the internet website Web posting.
of the Department a notice that such claimants may elect Notice.

to have a claim so reevaluated.

“(B) The Secretary shall notify, in writing or by electronic Notification.
means, veterans service organizations of the ability of such

claimants to elect to have a claim so reevaluated.

“(C) The Secretary shall contact each claimant identified

under subsection (a) in the same manner that the Department

last provided notice of a decision.”.

(b) APPLICATION.—Section 1305 of title 38, United States Code, 38 USC 1305
as added by subsection (a), shall apply with respect to presumptions note.
of service connection established or modified on or after the date
of the enactment of this Act, including pursuant to amendments
made by this Act.

(¢) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section shall be 38 USC 1305
construed as modifying the obligations of the Department of Vet- note.
erans Affairs under Federal court decisions or settlements in effect
as of the date of the enactment of this Act.

TITLE III—IMPROVING THE ESTABLISH- veterans Burn
MENT OF SERVICE CONNECTION romerionic
PROCESS FOR TOXIC-EXPOSED VET- ***
ERANS

SEC. 301. SHORT TITLE. 38 USC 101 note.

This title may be cited as the “Veterans Burn Pits Exposure
Recognition Act of 2022”.

SEC. 302. PRESUMPTIONS OF TOXIC EXPOSURE.

Subchapter II of chapter 11 is amended by adding at the 38USC1101
end the following new section: prec.

“§1119. Presumptions of toxic exposure 38 USC 1119.

“(a) CONSIDERATION OF RECORDS.—If a veteran submits to the
Secretary a claim for compensation for a service-connected disability
under section 1110 of this title with evidence of a disability and
a toxic exposure that occurred during active military, naval, air,
or space service, the Secretary may, in adjudicating such claim,
consider—

“(1) any record of the veteran in an exposure tracking
record system; and
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Determinations.

List.

Evaluation.
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Time period.

Effective dates.

“(2) if no record of the veteran in an exposure tracking
record system indicates that the veteran was subject to a toxic
exposure during active military, naval, air, or space service,
the totality of the circumstances of the service of the veteran.
“(b) PRESUMPTION OF 